NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDSHIP CENTRES
38™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

July 14-17, 2009

Crowne Plaza Niagara Falls

\/ Niagara Falls, Ontario

Draft Minutes

‘ Opening Ceremonies and Remarks

Vera Pawis Tabobondung, President and Chair called the meeting to order and
welcomed the delegates to the 38" Annual General Meeting. The Chair acknowledged
the Haudenosaunee nation whose territory this meeting is being held on. The Grand
Entry commenced. Elder Clayton Logan, offered opening prayers. Elder Lorna Hill
welcomed all to the Haudenosaunee territory.

Sean Vanderklis, Master of Ceremonies, welcomed all to the Niagara region. The
Ohnia:Kara Drummers offered a traditional opening song and a flag song. The
Ohnia:Kara Dancers shared traditional dances. Ms. Nicole Shawana offered a traditional
hoop dance. Quinby Zachariah-Diaz, was the Flag Carrier.

The Chair acknowledged the passing of Bill Messenger, NAFC Senator, to the spirit world
on February 17, 2009. The Chair acknowledged the Elders and introduced the Senate,
AYC, the Provincial and Territorial Association (PTA) Presidents, and the NAFC Board of
Directors. The following welcomed all to the NAFC'’s 38™ AGM and provided greetings:
Elder Lorna Hill, Niagara Regional Native Centre; Sam Thomas, AGM Coordinator,
President, Niagara Regional Native Centre; Ashlee Cochrane, President, Aboriginal Youth
Council (AYC).

Sheila McMahon, President, Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres (OFIFC)
acknowledged the Haudenosaunee Territory that the NAFC 38" AGM is being held. Ms.
McMahon extended greetings of friendship to the Elders, NAFC Senators, Friendship
Centre representatives, AYC and Youth delegates, guests and observers. This past year
the OFIFC lost a good friend, a Senator, and the OFIFC’s Elder that sat at the tables with
us for many years - our brother Bill Messenger. Ms. McMahon wished all a good
meeting.

The following dignitaries and guests extended greetings to the 38™ NAFC AGM from
their respective governments: Elaine Lavallee, Canadian Heritage, John Gordon, OFI,
Susan Desjarlais, OFI.
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Rick Dykstra, Member of Parliament, St. Catharines, extended greetings on behalf of
Chuck Strahl, Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. The Chair thanked Mr.
Dykstra for his kind words and remarked that we appreciate him taking the time to
come

Mr. Kim Craitor, MPP Niagara Falls, extended greetings to the 38" NAFC AGM on behalf
of Dalton McGuinty, Premier of Ontario.

Roberta Jamieson, CEO, National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation (NAAF), extended
greetings to the 38™ NAFC AGM. The NAAF and the NAFC signed a MOU to work
together. The Chair it is wonderful being a partner with the NAAF, thank you Roberta.

The Chair introduced Janeen Comenote, Coalition Coordinator, National Urban Indian
Family Coalition (NUIFC). The NUIFC has approached the NAFC to enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The NUIFC would like to learn from the
Canadian Friendship Centre model because there are many great lessons that the
NUIFC can take back to the United States. In the U.S. every city has an urban Indian
centre that essentially works similar to a Friendship Centre, in that social services are
delivered to families and children. The NUIFC was formed to provide a voice for the
urban Indian centres and the families. The Chair mentioned that the NAFC and the
NUIFC are going to continue to work on developing the MOU and all that the
partnership entails, and Ms. Comenote, NUIFC for her presentation.

Nominations for the Establishment of AGM Committees

The Chair read the terms of reference for the AGM Credentials Committee and
commented that the following individuals were appointed by the NAFC Board of
Directors: Kama Steliga, Secretary NAFC Board; Mark Fleming, NAFC Board Manitoba;
and noted the following NAFC Staff appointees: Mel Maracle, Office Manager; Brian
Jackson, AFCP Program Officer.

Motion #1 Chelsea Legge, Aboriginal Youth Council (AYC)
Joan Church, Manitoba Association of Friendship Centres (MAC)

To accept the appointments to the NAFC 38" AGM Credentials
Committee.

Carried

The Chair read the terms of reference for the Procedures Committee and opened the
floor for nominations to the committee.
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Sheila McMahon, OFIFC, nominated Sylvia Maracle, OFIFC, to the Procedures
Committee, Joan Church, Manitoba Association of Friendship Centres (MAC) seconded
the nomination.

Paul Lacerte, British Columbia Association of Aboriginal Friendship Centres (BCAAFC),
nominated Warren Clarmont, BCAAFC, to the Procedures Committee, Leslie Loutit,
Selkirk Native Friendship Centre (SNFC), seconded the nomination.

Leslie Loutit, SNFC, nominated Mark Mostowy, SNFC, to the Procedures Committee,
Joan Church, MAC, seconded the nomination.

Eric Anderson, AYC Alberta, nominated Richard Jenkins, Canadian Native Friendship
Centre (CNFC), to the Procedures Committee, Delaine Lambert, Grande Prairie Native
Friendship Centre seconded the nomination.

The Chair confirmed that all nominees had accepted their nominations to the
Procedures Committee and requested a motion to accept the nominations.

Motion #2 Joan Church, MAC
Sheila McMahon, OFIFC

To accept the nominations to the Procedures Committee.
Carried

The Chair read the terms of reference for the Resolutions Committee and opened the
floor for nominations to the committee. It was noted that Michelle Kolla is the NAFC
Board of Directors appointee to the Resolutions Committee.

Delaine Lambert, Grande Prairie Native Friendship Centre, nominated Eric Anderson,
AYC Secretary, to the Resolutions Committee, Richard Jenkins, CNFC, seconded the
nomination.

Louise Oekle, Aboriginal Friendship Centres of Saskatchewan (AFCS), nominated Jason
Albert, Saskatoon Indian & Métis Friendship Centre, to the Resolutions Committee, Jack
Park, MAC, seconded the nomination.

Paul Lacerte, BCAAFC, nominated Carla Bortoletto, BCAAFC, to the Resolutions
Committee, Chelsea Legge, AYC Treasurer, seconded the nomination.

Danielle DeBruyne, AYC Saskatchewan, nominated Ashlee Cochrane, AYC President, to
the Resolutions Committee, Kody Taylor, AYC Manitoba seconded the nomination.
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Eric Labbe, Centre d’amitié autochtone de Lanaudiere Inc., nominated Jo-Ann Toulouse,
Cree Indian Centre of Chibougamau, to the Resolutions Committee, Oscar Kistabish,
Centre d’amitie autochtoné de Val D’or, seconded the nomination.

Joan Church, MAC nominated Lorne Mosionier, Brandon Friendship Centre, to the
Resolutions Committee, Louise Oekle, AFCS, seconded the nomination.

The Chair confirmed that all nominees had accepted their nominations to the
Resolutions Committee and requested a motion to accept the nominations.

Motion #3 Joan Church, MAC
Terry Lusty, Canadian Native Friendship Centre

To accept the nominations to the Resolutions Committee.
Carried

The Chair read the terms of reference for the Elections Committee and opened the floor
for nominations to the committee.

Louise Oekle, AFCS, nominated Ella Mayer, AFCS, to the Elections Committee, George
Sayese, Prince Albert Indian & Métis Friendship Centre, seconded the nomination.

Eric Anderson, AYC Alberta, nominated Tina Martin, Alberta Native Friendship Centres
Association (ANFCA) to the Elections Committee, Delaine Lambert, Grande Prairie Native
Friendship Centre, seconded the nomination.

Greg Fidler, Ma-Mow-We-Tak Friendship Centre nominated Eugene Zalevich, Riverton
and District Friendship Centre, to the Elections Committee, Joan Church, MAC, seconded
the nomination.

Sheila McMahon, OFIFC, nominated Armand Jourdain Sr., United Native Friendship
Centre, to the Elections Committee Joseph Morrison, NAFC Board Ontario, seconded the
nomination.

Paul Lacerte, BCAAFC, nominated Tanya McKenzie, BCAAFC to the Elections Committee,
Andrea Keats, AYC BC, seconded the nomination.

Melissa Matheson-Frost, AYC Northern, nominated Karen Lepine, Skookum Jim
Friendship Centre, to the Elections Committee, Chelsea Legge, AYC Treasurer, seconded
the nomination.

The Chair confirmed that all nominees accepted their nominations to the Elections
Committee and requested a motion to accept the nominations.
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Motion #4 Richard Jenkins, Canadian Native Friendship Centre
Ron Rice, Victoria Native Friendship Centre

To accept the nominations to the Elections Committee.
Carried

Wednesday, July 15, 2009
The Chair called the meeting to order. Elder Clayton Logan offered opening prayers.

Roll Call By Province and Territory

NF/LB—-7; BC—49; NB—-0; QC—23; ON-60; NS—0; MB—-31; SK—-11; AB-30; YK
—3; NT/NU-12; AYC-10; NAFC Board — 16

Total Voting Delegates: 256.

Procedures Committee

The Chair of the Procedures Committee presented the agenda for July 15, 2009: Bill
Messenger Memoriam Video Presentation, Review and Acceptance of NAFC 37" AGM
Minutes, Business Arising from the Minutes, NAFC Audited Financial Statements March
31, 2009, Auditors Report, 37" NAFC AGM Resolutions Report, Executive Committee
Report.

Motion #5 Sylvia Maracle, OFIFC
Richard Jenkins, Canadian Native Friendship Centre

To accept the agenda for July 15, 2009 as presented.

Carried

Bill Messenger Memoriam Video Presentation

The NAFC presented a video that was produced in memory of the late Bill Messenger,
NAFC Senator Ontario. Margaret Messenger, wife and son, Todd Messenger thanked
the NAFC for honouring Bill and mentioned that the Friendship Centre Movement was
an extended family of Bill’s and that he loved and honoured the work and the people
that were part of the Friendship Centre family.

The Chair acknowledged Adam Blanchard, MAC for producing the video and Mel
Maracle, NAFC Office Manager, and others who offered photographs for the video.

Review and Acceptance of 37" NAFC Draft Minutes
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The NAFC Secretary read the 37" NAFC AGM Draft Summary of Motions. The Chair
opened the floor for questions or comments concerning the 37" AGM draft minutes. It
was noted that the following corrections will be made to the 37" NAFC AGM minutes:
Page 4 — correction of the number of delegates for the provinces of Quebec and
Ontario; and the correction to the spelling of name of Ontario delegate, Robert
Rittwage.

Motion #6 Greg Fidler, Ma-Mow-We-Tak Friendship Centre
Gisele de Meulles, Dauphin Friendship Centre

To accept the July 22-25, 2008, 37" NAFC AGM minutes as corrected.

Carried

Business Arising From the Minutes

The Chair opened the floor for any business arising from the minutes, hearing none the
agenda resumed.

NAFC Audited Financial Statements for the year ended March 31, 2009

Gordon King, NAFC Treasurer, presented the NAFC Audited Financial Statements for the
year ended March 31, 2009. It was noted that the NAFC auditors, BDO Dunwoody LLP,
Chartered Accountants, Licensed Public Accountants, were appointed at the NAFC 37
AGM for a three-year period.

The NAFC is pleased to report that the financial position of the NAFC is both a vibrant
and healthy position. At year end the NAFC had a surplus of over $23,000 of which
$12,000 was put into the NAFC Replacement Reserve Fund as instructed to do so every
year, which ended with a surplus of over $11,000.

Robert Rheaume, CA, BDO Dunwoody LLP, presented the audited financial statements
for the year ended 2009. It was noted that the Auditors Report includes the auditor’s
opinion which cites that that there are no other reservations as to anything unusual in
the NAFC's finances that occurred during the course of the year. It is a very healthy
situation not only on the current year, but on an ongoing basis with the fund balances
available.

The Treasurer opened the floor for questions or comments concerning the financial
statements.

Q: Clarification was requested on whether the NAFC has an audit committee in place,
and if so, what are its functions.
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A: The Treasurer replied that he NAFC does not have an Audit Committee established
and operating.

Q: It was suggested that the NAFC establish an Audit Committee. It was noted that
many of the Friendship Centres and some PTAs have established Audit Committees who
function at an arms length from the provincial board of directors.

A: The Treasurer commented that the NAFC Audit Committee will be included on the
agenda for discussion the next NAFC Board of Directors Meeting.

Q: A question was asked whether the NAFC has a plan in place if funding from Canadian
Heritage was cut?

A: The Treasurer replied that there is no plan in place. The NAFC is aware most of the
time of areas where monies are available and this information is passed on to the PTAs
and Friendship Centres so that they know where they could possibly receive monies for
different programs. In addition, the NAFC is exploring economic development activities.

Motion #7 Richard Jenkins, Canadian Native Friendship Centre
Sherry Parsons, NAFC Board, New Brunswick

To accept the NAFC Audited Financial Statements for the year ended
March 31, 2009.

Carried

37" AGM Resolutions Report

Kama Steliga, NAFC Secretary, provided an update on action taken to date on the
Resolutions that were passed at the NAFC 37t AGM, July 22-25, 2008, and opened the
floor for questions or comments, hearing none, the agenda resumed.

Motion #8 Greg Fidler, Ma-Mow-We-Tak Friendship Centre
Terry Lusty, Canadian Native Friendship Centre

To accept the 37" AGM Resolutions Report as presented.

Carried

Office of the Federal Interlocutor (OFI) on Métis and Non Status Indians, Presentation

The NAFC has been working in partnership with the Office of the Federal Interlocutor.
Allan MacDonald, Director General, OFI Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, provided an
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overview of the work that OFI conducts in the area of urban Aboriginal peoples. The
following are highlights of a number of the partnerships that OFI has with the Friendship
Centre Movement, at the national, provincial and local levels. OFI wants to continue
developing and strengthening a strategic alliance with the NAFC, provincially and locally
as we move ahead on common issues and objectives. OFI champions urban Aboriginal
issues across the federal government through the Urban Aboriginal Strategy (UAS) and
on behalf of the Friendship Centres. Community and regional partnerships with
Friendship Centres include support of the 2008 Gathering Our Voices Youth Conference
in Vancouver, the Urban Aboriginal Knowledge Network (UAKN), the Urban Aboriginal
Task Force in Ontario, NAFC participation in the World Urban Forum (WUF). On many
levels OFI works with the Friendship Centres and will continue and deepen the
relationship. OFI is working with the Canadian Native Friendship Centre in Edmonton
and the ANFCA regarding the Edmonton Welcome House Transition Project

The Chair opened the floor for questions or comments concerning the OFI
presentation.

Q: The Prince Albert Indian and Métis Friendship Centre (PAIFC) recently applied for a
UAS grant to assist the Friendship Centre and was disappointed with the process. The
community plan was delivered one month late and then the PAIFC had one hour and a
half to submit a proposal. All of the other organizations that participated in the meeting
were disappointed in the process. The information was not distributed by OFI in a
timely manner.

A: Allan MacDonald remarked that he would look into this and get back to the PAIFC.

Q: The RCAAQ has held discussion with OFI with no concrete actions regarding the an
initiative at the Montreal Friendship Centre with hopes to the develop the initiative
collaboratively for Friendship Centres. The infrastructure project request participation
from the federal level it would be good to link federal and provincial projects.

A: The province of Quebec is a bit of a mystery to OFIl in terms of how they want to
participate in the off reserve Aboriginal environment, but OFI is going to continue to
work starting in Montreal and with the occasion this has given us to build up relations
with the province in an area that they are a bit skittish in terms of jumping into with
both feet. | think they are quite keen to move ahead in Montreal | don’t know if they
are interested in moving ahead beyond that, but we will continue to work with you not
just in Montreal but with the RCAAQ to see if we can make inroads with the rest of the
province.

Q: A common concern across Canada is the fear of potential cutbacks regarding the
recession and it is putting more pressure on the Friendship Centres to provide more
services to the people. We need increments considering the burdening increase of
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services provided. The Friendship Centres have not had an increase to funding. Please
take this concern back to the federal government.

A: Ms. MacDonald replied that he could not speak to the AFCP increase as this is the
Canadian Heritage Minister’s area and other Ministers, | will refer your requests to
these Ministers.

Comment

It was mentioned that a lot of people can create a supportive environment for the AFCP
enhancement request, OFl in your role, Fred Caron, in his role and the INAC Minister can
ask questions internal to government that we can not ask to bring attention to the issue.
OFl has a mandate to look at Metis and Non-Status issues you also have a mandate and
a moral obligation to look at broader Aboriginal issues certainly in Urban development,
Friendship Centres are critical in this area, and you need to do what you can to use your
position to advance that argument whether you are the lead or not is not the issue. The
issue is that people have to be committed if they really want to come before us and use
the words ‘we are champions of urban issues’, then you have to be prepared to put
Friendship Centres front and centre in that discussion. The issue for the OFIFC is that
you mentioned your partnership with the Urban Aboriginal Task Force in Ontario and
being the organization that initiated that, there were some staff that came periodically,
but there was not the kind of support either for the research agenda or the response to
that, that frankly we would like to see. The OFIFC is further concerned that OFl is taking
in some respects our Indigenous knowledge and intellectual property and beginning to
apply that in other areas. It would be nice if OFl asked permission from the OFIFC
before supporting research in other communities based on something that the OFIFC
designed to talk about that. The other issue is that the OFIFC does not have a regional
relationship OFI and the consequence of that is that there is a short window to respond
to opportunities. The OFIFC is not interested in interfering with community processes
where there are resources because it is already competitive enough and it is not fair,
what | would like to see and would boldly suggest for the entire country is that OFI
needs to create regional presence who have conversations with regional groupings of
Friendship Centres and that we position ‘what are these broad based notions of urban
development, where do Friendship Centres fit in, what are research is required, and
support us as part of an expression of our own self determination to do those things.

A: In terms of bringing attention to NAFC and urban issues OFI does that. | would like
to hear your feedback in terms of how OFI can better meet the OFIFC’s expectations
regarding concerns about the Urban Aboriginal Task Force. The OFI will reach out to the
OFIFC in a more rigorous manner. OFl is trying to make sure that OFI researchers when
they go into the urban Aboriginal environment are sensitive to the needs there and
there have been directions that OFI has made in response of what we have heard in
those areas in the area of research.
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Q: Are you aware of the Aboriginal Termination Policy as well documented by a former
federal employee and if not, are you prepared to find out about it and inform us
whether the policy still exists, because | have heard that it is still being interpreted as
per the Nielsen Report.

A: | have been working in Aboriginal Affairs for 15 of my 20 years in government and |
have never heard of an Aboriginal Termination Policy | am fundamentally unaware of
this policy.

It was suggested that OFI look at the Nielsen Report that opposed a Crombie Report
where the Recommendation was made to terminate all Aboriginal and Treaty rights and
| think if you are going to be in a Senior federal government employee you had better
get informed of it because you are going to hear a lot about it in the near future.

The Chair presented a gift to Allan MacDonald, OFl on behalf of the NAFC.

Executive Committee Report

Vera Pawis-Tabobondung, President, NAFC, presented the Executive Committee Report.
The President thanked the Onkwehonwe people for welcoming all to their territory and
thanked the Niagara Regional Native Friendship Centre and the OFIFC for hosting and
organizing the 38" NAFC AGM.

On February 17, 2009 Senator Bill Messenger passed on to the Spirit World. “Uncle
Bill”, as he was affectionately known in the Friendship Centre Movement, was a
wonderful man who made many contributions during his time with us. In his honour
the assembly observed a moment of silence for the passing of Bill Messenger, Senator,
Ontario.

The Chair acknowledged the dedication and commitment of Friendship Centre Boards of
Directors, staff, volunteers and the people that access the centres. Acknowledgment
was made of the NAFC Executive Committee, Board, Senate and the Aboriginal Youth
Council (AYC) for devoting their time to advancing the goals of the FCM.

Highlights of the Executive Committee’s work over the past year include the following:

e NAFC Strategic Plan ad providing direction on work on the NAFC Resolutions.

e Activities related to the enhancements to the Aboriginal Friendship Centre
(AFCP) and bringing increased public awareness to the realities of the FCM.

e Increasing the NAFC policy and research capacity by way of the Aboriginal Policy
and Research Conference and the Urban Aboriginal Knowledge Network and the
Data Mapping Project.
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e Further development of partnerships with the Assembly of First Nations (AFN)
and other Aboriginal organizations.

o Work related to the MOU with the National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation
(NAAF)

On February 4, the NAFC hosted a meeting with James Moore, Minister of Canadian
Heritage (PCH) at the NAFC national office, the meeting was well received and was
followed up by a meeting with Minister Moore’s Chief of Staff, lan Todd, on June 4™.
Discussions focused on the critical need for AFCP enhancements and emphasized the
efforts, successes and challenges of the Friendship Centre Movement.

On March 12 the NAFC President, Youth Executive and NAFC Executive Director,
provided a briefing to Chuck Strahl, Minister on Indian and Northern Affairs, on the
AFCP Business Case for the Long Term Sustainability of Friendship Centres. This meeting
resulted in a letter of support from the INAC Minister to the PCH Minister,
acknowledging the critical work that Friendship Centres do in providing services for
urban First Nation, Inuit and Métis peoples.

The Executive Committee participated in numerous visits, meetings and briefings, over
the past year. The NAFC hosted the first ever AFN All Candidates Forum on Urban First
Nation issues on June 19, 2009. The NAFC contributed to the planning for, and
deliberations of the second National Aboriginal Women’s Summit (NAWS 2) that was
held July 28-31, 2009 in Yellowknife, NT. For the second time, the NAFC co-chaired the
Aboriginal Policy Research Conference held March 9-12, 2009. The Executive
Committee thanked the OFIFC for hosting and financing the Senate Meeting on October
14-15, 2008 at their offices in Toronto.

The NAFC acknowledges the following achievements of individuals in the Friendship
Centre Movement: The NAFC witnessed the award ceremony for NAFC Senator Joan
Glode, recipient of a 2009 National Aboriginal Achievement Award, held in Winnipeg in
March 2009. Sylvia Maracle, Executive Director, OFIFC, for 30 years of service and
dedication to the Friendship Centre Movement. Senator Ray Fox, recipient of the North
Battleford 2008 Citizen of the Year Award. Acknowledgement was made of Myrtle
Calahaisn (ANFCA Elders Wisdom Circle), recipient of the Clara Woodbridge Community
Involvement Award at the 2009 Esquao Awards.

The Executive Committee is ever grateful and appreciative of the work, thinking and
coordination done by the real half of our team — Peter Dinsdale, Executive Director and
our national office staff. Over the year, they have worked diligently in advocating for the
needs of Friendship Centres, and their membership. They have demonstrated
tremendous leadership in a number of initiatives, events and policy processes and their
work is greatly appreciated.
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The Chair opened the floor for questions or comments concerning the Executive
Committee Report.

Q: What is the NAFC doing to have a universal vote for the election of the NAFC
national Executive Committee? What do we want to do to ensure that the local
Friendship Centre members have a vote for the NAFC national Executive Committee and
is there an appetite for it. If there is, is there a willingness to do a mock universal vote
for the local memberships of each Friendship Centre for this AGM. The challenge is
whether we can pull it off.

A: The Chair replied that changes to the NAFC Constitution and By-Laws would require
a written request to the NAFC as well as a national consultation of the NAFC
membership.

Motion #9 Gisele de Meulles, Dauphin Friendship Centre
Joan Church, MAC

To accept the Executive Committee Report as presented.
Carried
Roll Call By Province and Territory: July 15, 2009 (afternoon)
NF/LB — 6; BC—54; Yukon—3; NTNU-13; AYC-9; NAFC Board —14; MB —30; SK -

13; ON—-70; NS—0; Quebec-21; Alberta —33;
Total voting delegates: 266

Procedures Committee Report

The Chair of the Procedures Committee presented the following agenda for the
afternoon of July 15, 2009 as follows: Métis National Council Presentation —
Memorandum of Understanding, Executive Directors Report; Elections Committee
Report, AFCP Lobby Strategy.

Motion #10 Sylvia Maracle, OFIFC
Richard Jenkins, Canadian Native Friendship Centre

To accept the agenda for the afternoon of July 15, 2009 as presented.

Carried

Métis National Council (MNC) Presentation
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David Chartrand, MNC, extended remarks on behalf of Clément Chartier, President of
the Métis National Council (MNC).

The Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF) has a signed protocol agreement with the
Manitoba Association of Friendship Centres (MAC). The MMF provides funding to the
Manitoba Friendship Centres to provide services for Métis people in order to avoid a
duplication of services. Why should we create another institution when the Friendship
Centres are willing to provide services to Métis with great staff, hard working
volunteers, who are all ready to do a good job. This partnership is working very well in
Manitoba, but we have to go beyond that. | have echoed strongly to my colleagues at
the MNC table that we need to partner with Friendship Centres. Some of my colleagues
may not see it as openly as | do, the great importance of Friendship Centres.

The MNC and the NAFC previously began discussions regarding a MOU partnership and
we somehow walked away from it. We need to discuss a partnership where we can
provide the NAFC with resources to deliver programs to our people. We as a
government should act as a government and utilize the Friendship Centres as a service.
In Manitoba the protocol between the MMF and the MAC states that the Friendship
Centres are a service group and the MMF is a political government. On behalf of
Clément Chartier, President, MNC who cannot be here today, is ready to sit down and
sign a partnership. We need to sit down and find a way to cooperatively to strengthen
our force as Aboriginal governments (AFN, ITK, MNC and NAFC) to make a clear message
to the government to not cut our programs. | will be in charge of this file.

9ESQOdzi A S 5ANBOG2NRA wS L2 NI

Peter Dinsdale, Executive Director of the NAFC provided highlights of activities that the
NAFC is currently engaged in.

The NAFC ‘s work regarding the AFCP enhancement process included a meeting with
James Moore, Minister of Canadian Heritage at the NAFC office on February 4, 2009.
The NAFC provided a briefing to Chuck Strahl, Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs on
the AFCP enhancement request and in turn the Minister provided a strong letter of
support highlighting and understanding the need for enhancements to Friendship
Centres.

The most significant activity that the NAFC is currently engaged in is the development
of events for the NAFC Lobby Day on the Hill on November 17, 2009. For the first time
the NAFC will have federal members of parliament agree to sit on a Friendship Centre
Caucus. This will be a tremendous activity that we will be engaged in moving forward
and we really need your active support if we are going to be successful in securing
enhancements. This will involve the individual Friendship Centres bringing the local
Members of Parliament, the provincial or territorial members of parliament, mayors and
other decision makers, First Nations Chiefs, Métis Leaders, etc. into your local Friendship
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Centres providing a tour and requesting that they provide a letter of support. During
the AFCP Lobby Strategy workshop that will be held today, the NAFC will provide the
membership with tools to help facilitate this process.

At the May 2009 NAFC Board of Directors Meeting the application for membership was
received and accepted for a new Friendship Centre in Sarnia, Ontario. In addition, work
continues in the development of a new Friendship Centre in Peterborough, Ontario and
it is anticipated they will be ready for membership very soon. Expressions of interest in
starting a new Friendship Centre have also been received from Edmonton, Alberta, Bay
of St. George, Newfoundland and St. John, New Brunswick.

The Young Canada Works (YCW) has experienced difficulty over the past year for a
number of reasons. The NAFC had late payments from the Department of Canadian
Heritage for YCW. Local Friendship Centres expressed a lot of frustration concerning the
administration of YCW, specifically regarding the online database. The NAFC is
experiencing a number of declining Friendship Centres applying for the YCW each year.
The NAFC is working with the centres that are no longer applying to hear about what
the issues are and communicate them back to the government. The NAFC shares
frustration with the Friendship Centres about YCW concerning some of the
administrative quirks and our commitment is to work with you on them to strengthen
them in moving forward.

On January 17-18, 2009 the NAFC hosted a Youth Engagement Session with PTAs and
the AYC and representatives of local Friendship Centres to talk specifically about some
of the challenge of serving youth in the Friendship Centre Movement and what are the
kinds of activities that we should be engaged in. The outcome of this workshop was
that we should be focusing on leadership development, developing young leaders no
matter where they go and we continue to be in conversations with our regions, AYC and
others around how do we make that happen and we look forward to some concrete
activities taking place this year.

In our pursuit to fulfill the objectives of Resolution #08-06 the NAFC is engaged with the
Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games
(VANOC) around having urban Aboriginal Hero Torchbearers. The NAFC has pre-
selected names for 10 urban Aboriginal community heroes which will eventually be
announced.

The federal government has approved a new transfer payment policy which came into
effect on October 1, 2008. The transfer payment policy dictates how you receive
funding and what kind of reporting is required. This year there is an Aboriginal Directive
in the policy which will include particular guidelines which will apply to Aboriginal
peoples, which should apply to the AFCP, UMAYC and YCW. In February 2009 the NAFC
distributed a briefing note outlining the proposed changes to the Friendship Centre
Movement. The NAFC is encouraging Friendship Centres, when your programs come up
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for renewal ask for the application of the Aboriginal Directive. The Aboriginal Directive
allows you to have is multi-year funding, where in the past programs have been year to
year based, allow for funding to be carried over from fiscal year to fiscal year depending
upon government appropriations, but generally it provides a great deal of flexibility in
our programming as something we should be striving for, something we are watching
closely for the NAFC programs and we are encouraging local Friendship Centres to do
the same.

The Office of the Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians (OFl), Indian and
Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) has requested the NAFC for direct support of the
Edmonton Welcome House project of which the NAFC declined. The NAFC has formally
expressed concern that this is a duplication of the Friendship Centre model and that if
there is new programming required, a contract with the local Friendship Centre is the
best approach. The Canadian Native Friendship Centre and the Alberta Native
Friendship Centre Association are engaged in the project and are hoping to take a
leadership position in it moving forward. The NAFC has proposed two ways in which we
may be able to be supportive of the initiative, although the NAFC options do not appear
to be likely final scenarios. The NAFC has written the Assistant Deputy Minister to
express our concerns and have not received a response to date. Despite our objections
they are moving forward.

The NAFC in cooperation with Indian and Northern Affairs Canada and the University of
Western Ontario have once again put on the Aboriginal Policy Research Conference
which was held on March 8 — 12, 2009 in Ottawa, Ontario. The conference was a great
success and we are beginning discussions for APRC 2012.

The NAFC is pleased to report that further tangible progress is being made on the Urban
Aboriginal Knowledge Network. We have successfully convinced INAC (Strategic
Research and Analysis Directorate and Office of the Federal Interlocutor) to provide a
modest amount of seed funding for this fiscal year to support our efforts in five priority
areas: Establish UAKN Secretariat; Determine Governance; Partnership Development;
Determine Research Ethics Guidelines; and, Knowledge Creation and Mobilization.

NAFC participation in international activities include:

United Nations Universal Periodic Review (UNUPR)

United Nations - Special Consultative Status with UNESCO

The NAFC received an invitation to attend the 8th session of the UN Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Issues. The 8th session took place on May 18 — 29, 2009.

The NAFC was very fortunate to have the opportunity to be present at World Urban 4 in
Nanjing, China on November 3-6, 2008.

The NAFC hosted an Executive Directors Forum on May 16-17, 2009 in New York.
Discussions included bringing forward an agenda item for discussion at the 38™ NAFC
AGM regarding where are we at as a Friendship Centre Movement, and ‘are we still
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united in our common values?, regionalization of the FCM, how are we doing things and
how are we supporting each other.

On December 18th 2008, the NAFC and the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) had a
bilateral meeting that focussed on the nature of the relationship between the two
organizations, governance and broader research and policy issues. Both organizations
agreed to find common ground on these issues and work toward building a more
meaningful relationship. The NAFC hosted the first AFN All-Candidates Meeting on
Urban Aboriginal Issues on June 19, 2009 at the Odawa Native Friendship Centre. This
event provided an opportunity for the National Chief candidates to spell out their
platforms and take questions from urban Aboriginal peoples.

AFCP Lobby Strategy

Sylvia Maracle, Chair of the Negotiating Committee, reported that the committee has
been working with the NAFC in discussions related to the AFCP enhancement lobby
strategy. The focus on AFCP enhancements has resulted in an AFCP Lobby Workshop
Training session to be held at this 38™ AGM. A toolkit will be distributed to all AGM
delegates. Local Friendship Centres are requested to lobby their local members of
parliament, First Nation Chiefs, Mayors, etc. this engagement is necessary and is a
critical part of the engagement process.

The NAFC is proposing to organize a lobby day on Parliament Hill in order to allow the
Presidents and Coordinators and the NAFC Board to lobby their member of parliament.
The NAFC hopes to garner support from as many Members of Parliament as possible.
The NAFC has managed to secure two Members of Parliament to develop a Federal
Friendship Centre Caucus and participate as Co-Chairs, Jean Crowder, Sitting MP Back
Bencher, and Chris Warkentin, MP Peace River. The Co-Chairs of the Caucus will extend
an invitation to all Members of Parliament with Friendship Centres in their ridings.

Geraldine King, Communications Officer, NAFC, provided a presentation on the AFCP
Lobby Strategy tool kit that was distributed to all delegates. It was mentioned that the
NAFC will be forwarding additional copies of the NAFC Business Case to all Friendship
Centres next week and will provide copies of any lobbying materials as requested. The
NAFC will follow up with the Friendship Centres post AGM regarding their lobbying
activities. The NAFC Communications Officer is available to answer any questions will
provide assistance pertaining to the AFCP Lobby Strategy.

July 16, 2009

Roll call by province and territory

NF/LB — 5, Quebec — 22, Ontario — 65, Manitoba — 28, Saskatchewan —13, Alberta — 31,
British Columbia — 56, Yukon — 3, NT/NU — 10, AYC — 9, NAFC Board — 13.

Total voting delegates: 255
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The Chair of the Procedures Committee presented the agenda for July 16, 2009 as
follows: OFI Presentation, Senate Report, AYC Report, Elections, and Resolutions if
there is time on the agenda.

Motion #11 Sylvia Maracle, OFIFC
Greg Fidler, Ma-Mow-We-Tak Friendship Centre

To accept the agenda for July 16, 2009 as presented.

Carried
The Chair of the Procedures Committee brought forward a request by the Elections
Committee to amend the agenda in order to allow the Elections process to proceed and
be accommodated on the agenda, as such, the Procedures Committee is introducing a

motion to revise the agenda.

Motion #12 Sylvia Maracle, OFIFC
Larry Frost, Canadian Native Friendship Centre

To amend the agenda for July 16, 2009 as follows: Elections, AYC Report,
Resolutions Report, Senate Report.

Carried

Elections Committee

The Chair of the Elections Committee announced the commencement of the elections
process.

It was requested that there be a recess in the agenda to allow the delegates to engage
in discussion regarding an elections strategy. The Chair of the Procedures Committee
noted that the decision to this request is the prerogative of the Chair of the Elections
Committee, and mentioned that it is not unreasonable for the assembly to request a
short recess given that the agenda was amended, therefore a request for recess is
acceptable procedurally

Motion #13  Eric Anderson, AYC Alberta
Jennifer Dockstader, Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre

That the AGM Assembly include a recess in the agenda to allow the
delegation to engage in a brief elections strategy discussion.
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Carried

Motion #14 Gisele de Meulles, Dauphin Friendship Centre
Muriel Parker, Swan River Friendship Centre

To re-open the floor for nominations for the position of NAFC President.
Carried

Jamie Linington, AYC Alberta nominated Richard Jenkins, Canadian Native Friendship
Centre for the position of President. Kelly Benning, Grande Prairie Friendship Centre
seconded the nomination.

The Chair of the Elections Committee asked if there were any more nominations for
President, hearing no further nominations a motion was requested to cease
nominations.

Motion #15 Joan Church, MAC
Eric Ravenelle, Montreal Native Friendship Centre

To cease nominations for the position of NAFC President.
Carried

The Chair of the Elections Committee confirmed that letters of support for the nominees
are on file and confirmed with both nominees that they had accepted their nominations
for the position of President.

The Chair invited Sheila McMahon, OFIFC, to speak on behalf of her nomination of Vera
Pawis Tabobondung for President. Ms. McMahon spoke on behalf of her nomination.
The Chair invited Vera Pawis Tabobondung to speak to her platform for President. Ms.
Pawis Tabobondung spoke on behalf of her platform.

The Chair invited Jamie Linington to speak on behalf of her nomination of Richard
Jenkins for President. Ms. Linington spoke on behalf of her nomination. The Chair
invited Richard Jenkins to speak on behalf of his nomination for NAFC President.
Richard Jenkins spoke on behalf of his platform.

The Chair opened the floor for the assembly to engage in a ten minute question period
directed to the nominees for NAFC President.

Q: There is a 3 hour time difference between Ottawa, Ontario and British Columbia, if
you are elected as president what would you do to help strengthen the connection
between the NAFC and Friendship Centres in British Columbia?
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A: Ms. Pawis Tabobondung replied, the NAFC’s work is distributed, there are regional
responsibilities and we also understand that even though there is a three hour time
difference there is a cost associated with travelling to British Columbia. The Executive
Committee would consider the regional responsibilities that are shared amongst the
committee members. The NAFC provides notice to the PTAs if the President is coming
to a Friendship Centre or one of the engagements, the NAFC tries to ensure that the PTA
is aware of the NAFC travel within the respective provinces. Whatever way that we
could work together and collaborate in terms of keeping the lines of communication
open, the invitation is always there and we continue to maintain a long history of
friendship. Over the past year the NAFC experienced the capabilities of the web cast
and video conferencing. Although these methods are not the most personal ways to
communicate, they are cost effective for the NAFC, and are ways that will play a part in
maintaining relationships and in getting the work done for the NAFC. As well as having
the input and direction from the BCAAFC.

A: Mr. Jenkins replied, part of the solution is using technology as best we can to cut
costs regarding travel. | reviewed the NAFC audited financial statements and there is an
increase in travel related costs over the past years. The travel budget has gone up to
$752,000 and is not all Executive Committee travel, but technology could assist in
bringing the costs down. | would look into working with the BCAAFC to look at mutually
beneficial ways in support of making this happen. The answers are in maintaining the
communications and looking at ways that we can support each other in terms of the
work that the NAFC needs to do on behalf of all Friendship Centres and the work that
the BCAAFC needs to do on behalf of the BC Friendship Centres.

Q: How would you ensure that the urban Aboriginal people are equitably represented
at the leadership tables, for example the AFN. It seems that most of the time we are the
forgotten.

A: Ms. Pawis Tabobondung replied, Friendship Centres already have a seat at the
leadership tables in some of the initiatives that already exist in the province of British
Columbia and the province of Quebec. The NAFC has a signed protocol with the
Assembly of First Nations that is coming up for renewal and the NAFC is clearly looking
at clauses that are in the MOU and working more in terms of communication and
understanding each other’s goals and ambitions. As this work continues | think we will
see and have the push for equity in terms of representation at leadership tables.

A: Mr. Jenkins replied, an opportunity that we have as Friendship Centres is to ensure
equitable representation of First Nations people that live off reserve, which involves
working with the First Nations to ensure that Friendship Centres are recognized and
utilized as polling stations and to provide that opportunity and that support to First
Nations off reserve. In Alberta the off settlement, the Metis, the same thing can
happen, | have had discussions with the President of the Metis Nation of Alberta to start
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looking at further discussions about urban representation of the Metis in Alberta, and
there are other discussions that need to happen in other parts of Canada. In Alberta
there is a growing population of Inuit. In cooperation with the Wichitiwin Society in
Edmonton, the urban Inuit discussion needs to happen and we need to look at how we
can get the ITK to listen to the concerns of the Edmonton Inuit population. Part of it is
opening the dialogue and maintaining it.

Q: With fulfilling the role of President on the NAFC Executive Committee one of the
requirements is that the President have a national perspective, the national unified
interests of the Friendship Centre Movement as a whole. In that role what do you feel
are vital steps that need to be addressed to create and bring together the unity of the
FCM that people had been sharing over the last couple of days, East to West issues,
Central issues, what steps do you feel need to be taken to create the internal unity that
we are needing as a FCM?

A: Ms. Pawis Tabobondung replied, it requires always creating the environment so that
we have the opportunity to have those discussions and to have the opportunity to talk
to each about what is our role and understanding and feelings and thoughts and what
are our actions to promote unity. It is not enough to state that it is a long serving legacy
that has been given to us but if we are not doing anything to make the preservation a
reality and have its’ true value and place of honour in the organization and it is always
going to be the communications and always going to be creating the opportunity and
listening to those inner and outer voices of what this assembly and the entire FCM feels
about where we are, where we are going and providing the direction to the leaders and
as the leaders being able to put that in the simple word forms to a work plan so that you
can see we are doing something that there is importance to the work and the
discussions that have taken place, not just in the resolutions but at the board meeting
and in other forums whether it is the Senate getting together on their issues, or re-
working the strategic plan and having some time as the Executive Committee to listen to
each other about what we are hearing from our regions or what we see in other regions
and what is coming out in the news in terms of government and you can see some good
community celebrations on APTN and CBC news.

A: Mr. Jenkins replied, one of the steps for me would be opening myself to attending at
least one quarterly meeting of each PTA and Friendship Centre without a PTA over the
next couple of years, also getting briefed on the minutes of the last couple of years of
each PTA so that | could digest what some of the salient issues are in each of those
regions are and in the regions of the Friendship Centres without a PTA. | like to read
and digest information and get it into my head so | can then have a national perspective.
| didn’t do that the last time that | was on the NAFC Executive Committee, but | am
willing to do that now. It is prudent for a national executive to consider, how do we
ingest the information, reading the minutes and participating in meetings and
witnessing the meetings, to gather what are the salient points. | can read material and
it has one perspective, but when you actually hear the words from a person’s mouth
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you get a whole other vision and image of what is going on and a better sensitivity to
the reality of a particular region in this country. Yes, | think newspaper, television news,
APTN, youtube, twitter, facebook, etc. to get the lay of the land and getting the eagle’s
eye view from reading and participating in those things.

Q: What would you address as top priorities in the FCM if you are elected President?

A: Ms. Pawis Tabobondung replied, we have already established and know that the
AFCP enhancements is the number one priority as well the AYC and the Senate that
those are the foremost areas that have to be included in all part of our work and
communication. Communication is always important and how do we ensure that
Friendship Centres are in tune, the newsletter and website, all of those kinds of things
and working together with the NAFC Executive Committee and the NAFC Board of
Directors to see what is our most pressing and the top priority for the NAFC that is the
membership, the staff and how do we make a work plan that will see us through to the
next couple of years.

A: Mr. Jenkins replied, | think some of the priorities that | have heard from discussions
during this AGM are ensuring that Friendship Centres are recognized as cultural hubs in
the urban communities that we exist in so that we maintain the rootedness in culture in
our Indigenous ways of knowing and being and how we govern, manage, administer,
deliver programs to our families and to our friends in the urban community including
our non-Aboriginal Canadian neighbors and friends and family members. As well
creating a social environment in those urban communities using culture as a foundation
is another important priority and cementing our Friendship Centres in the social fabric
of the urban communities some of our Friendship Centres have been taking hits from
some of the organizations that we have helped to create. Helping to maintain good
relationships with other organizations, not just the Metis, Inuit and First Nations, but
some of other urban Aboriginal organizations that have grown around us with or
without our support. That is another opportunity and priority that | would be looking at.
Looking at how the Edmonton Friendship Centre legislation to see how that could
benefit us in the first two priorities and getting the federal and the provincial and
municipal governments back to the Board of Trustees table and inviting the NAFC and
PTAs to the Board of Trustees to create a new way of doing business in the country from
that perspective.

Q: How do you feel about where the NAFC is going in the future in regards to making a
difference in the communities of peoples lives across Canada?

A: Ms. Pawis Tabobondung replied | know that we are going in the right direction
because this direction has been established by this assembly and people that have come
before, the whole working of the NAFC is guided and directed by this assembly so there
is no room for anything that is outside of that. All of the discussions that have been
generated this morning and the opportunities for discussions that you had today and
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this morning is something that is going to be utilized in our discussions when we meet in
the Fall and we would put that all together and have it brought back again to this
assembly and if it has a great shift then it will be from this assembly and it will be rolled
up and you will have a chance to review it and if that is truly the feelings and consensus
of the assembly then that is the change and direction that we would go. We have been
survivors and have thrived for a long time as urban Aboriginal people so it is clearly
defined in our spirit and in the FCM so any great change from that will be only by
direction by this assembly.

A: Mr. Jenkins replied that he agreed that the workshops that were held this morning
can build the platform for how we do business in the future for ourselves and with
others. Unity and engagement is important and key to moving forward to creating an
agenda that is about movement. But we also have to remember that sometimes staying
firm where we are is not a bad thing and in terms of the foundation that we have with
every Friendship Centre and PTA where we have facilities that are ours this is
opportunity in terms of grounding ourselves in terms of where we are throughout
Canada. We need to move forward and in doing so we have to remember that there is a
home that we have and that is our current Friendship Centre membership base.

Q: This question is directed to Richard Jenkins, you mentioned that you had twice
resigned from the NAFC Executive Committee position due to personal reasons, how
can you ensure that if other personal reasons come up that you will not leave the
committee again.

A: Mr. Jenkins replied that when he remarked that he returned home to gather
strength, | follow a lot more cultural practices today based on Cree traditions and | have
a grandfather who props me up and straightens me out whenever | go to sweat lodge
ceremonies with him and | go monthly to visit him and he doesn’t allow me to walk
away from responsibilities. | didn’t have that the last time and now | do and | call that
my cultural backup and | am happy that | have him standing beside me, this is my
personal commitment and | can’t control what is going to come in front of me but | can
control how | am going to respond to it and my response will be to stay the course to
support the Friendship Centres at the national level as your potential President.

The Chair read the elections procedures and noted that the polls were open for voting
delegates to vote.

The Chair of the Elections Committee noted that the results for the election for NAFC
President were available and announced that Vera Pawis Tabobondung was re-elected
as NAFC President.

Vera Pawis Tabobondung, NAFC President, thanked the delegates and mentioned that it
was the people who are in the assembly that are her inner strength, you taught me and
shared that with me for a long time and | use that inner strength to be able to hear,
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listen and observe what it is we want to do as a Friendship Centre Movement. Some
days the other half of my team is the ‘bad’ guy and | get to be looking good and get to
travel all over the world on behalf of the NAFC, in doing so we have created an
awareness and a presence and we are happy that we are able to do that. As President
you have to wear many hats some days, but most certainly it is raising the profile of for
the NAFC and knowing that we all play a part and that our work is going to be greater in
terms of our being able to stand up, have a voice and accept all of our responsibilities. |
thank you and wish Richard Jenkins well in his recovery. | aspire to have as much
strength and love within this assembly room and to my family, meegwetch, and with all
the love in the world we will get through our next level of engagement, empowerment
and the new road that we are on | believe is going to be a good strong road,
meegwetch.

Richard Jenkins extended his unanimous support for the election of Vera Pawis
Tabobondung as NAFC President.

Motion #16 Eric Ravenelle, Montreal Native Friendship Centre
Chelsea Legge, AYC Treasurer

That the ballots for the election for the NAFC President be destroyed.

Carried

State of the Family Workshop

The reason for the State of the Family Workshop is a result of a request put forward at a
meeting of the Executive Directors of three of the seven NAFC PTAs and the NAFC.
Discussions included bringing forward an agenda item for this AGM where delegates
and observers would engage in discussions regarding ‘where are we at as a Friendship
Centre Movement?’ and, ‘are we still united in our common values?’ ‘regionalization of
the FCM’, and “ how are we doing things and how are we supporting each other’.

The delegates will be divided into 13 groups with one facilitator and a scribe, this will be
followed by a one hour break out of regional discussions. There will be no reports to
plenary. NAFC Staff will act as facilitators and scribes. The NAFC will type up the flip
chart and scribe notes, prepare a report and bring back to the Presidents and
Coordinators Meeting in the fall 2009.

The following four questions were posed to the participants, who were requested to
introduce themselves and note how many years experience within the Friendship
Centre Movement they had. (1) Who are we as Friendship Centres? (2) Where are we
going as a movement? (3) What do we do to address difficulties regarding governance
and finance? (4) How do we support the Friendship Centres and PTAs who require
assistance?
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Aboriginal Youth Council Report (AYC)

Ashlee Cochrane, AYC President, presented the AYC Report. Acknowledgement was
made of the former AYC members who served over the past year (s): Megan Clarkson,
Secretary, Tina Mapachee, Quebec; Sharon Konisenta, Northwest Territories; Sean
Vanderklis, Youth Executive; Luke Baron, Alberta; Maria Bell, British Columbia. The
newest AYC members over the last year are Todd Alec, Secretary; Tyrone Shawana,
Ontario; Jamie Linington, Alberta; Andrea Keats, Atlantic; Melissa Matheson-Frost,
Northern; Andrea Landry, British Columbia.

The AYC participated in the following meetings over the past year.
ANFCA Youth and Elders Gathering

Aboriginal Economic Development Framework Consultation

UMAYC Annual Renewal Conference

Social Determinants of Health Conference in BC

Duty to Consult and Accommodate in Ottawa

Gathering for Success Indigenous Economic Development Symposium
Gathering our Voices Youth Forum in BC

UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 8™ Session

The 2009 National Annual Youth Forum was held on July 10-12, 2009. YouCan hosted
workshops at this year’s youth forum and were met with very positive feedback, other
workshops were the National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation’s Taking Pulse
Program, Apathy is Boring — an organization that encourages active citizenry among
Canadian youth through arts, media and technology.

The AYC thanked the following people for their involvement in this year’s youth forum:
Senator Marge White who gave a wonderful speech on the history of the Friendship
Centre Movement; Sylvia Maracle, Executive Director, OFIFC, for doing our keynote;
Elder Josephine Mandamin who is part of the Water Walkers Group, who talked about
keeping the water safe and the keeping of our water; National Aboriginal Role Model
Spokesperson Lucy Idliout; Jocelyn Formsma and Robert Rittwage who emceed our
National Youth Forum; Elders Clayton Logan and Lorna Hill; the Niagara Regional Native
Centre for helping organizing this year’s youth forum as well as the OFIFC; special thanks
to Nishin Meawasige and Musgwaunquot Rice.

The AYC held elections this year, Eric Anderson from Alberta was elected as AYC Vice-
President and Chelsea Legge was elected as the AYC Treasurer. Manitoba are the
champions for the 2009 AYC Volleyball Tournament.

The AYC has a five year strategic plan that was created in 2005 to better focus the work
of the AYC in creating specific tasks and timelines to address six priority areas identified
by the AYC. After almost four years of strategic plan implementation the AYC recognizes
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that many action items were past due and unfeasible to complete in the time that was
provided, or just unattainable due to their scope. As of 2008 the leadership of the FCM
had committed to focusing its’ work regarding the youth engagement within the FCM.
The AYC strategic plan was examined indepth at the spring AYC meeting and the council
refined its” work to address concrete objectives before the 2009 National Youth Forum
while ensuring that the AYC priority items were emphasized.

Overall the 2009 National Youth Forum was a success as evident by the evaluations that
were returned from the youth forum attendees. The NAFC and AYC would like to thank
RCAAQ for last year’s National Youth Forum, the Niagara Regional Native Centre for the
organization of this year’s youth forum.

The Chair opened the floor for questions or comments concerning the AYC Report.

It was mentioned that the RCAAQ developed a financial resources visibility plan for an
amount of $50,000 for the National Youth Forum. The RCAAQ developed the plan last
year as a result of hosting the AGM and helping with the National Youth Forum. The
RCAAQ would like to share this plan with the AYC.

Motion #17 Nelson Mayer, NAFC Vice-President
Clarence DeBruyne, Kikinahk Friendship Centre

To accept the Aboriginal Youth Council (AYC) Report as presented.
Carried

Motion #18 Sylvia Maracle, OFIFC
Joan Church, MAC

To adjourn today’s agenda and begin the AGM agenda tomorrow at 8:30
a.m.

Carried

Friday, July 17, 2009
The Chair called the meeting to order and invited Elder Clayton Logan to offer opening
prayers.

Announcements

The NAFC President thanked Annette Morgan, former British Columbia representative
to the NAFC Board of Directors for her work over the past year and presented her with a
gift on behalf of the NAFC.
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Procedures Committee Report

The Chair of the Procedures Committee proposed the following agenda for July 17, 2009
as follows: Elections, Resolutions, Senate Report, Unfinished Business and New
Business.

Motion #19 Sylvia Maracle, OFIFC
Greg Fidler, Ma-Mow-We-Tak Friendship Centre

To accept the agenda for Friday, July 17, 2009 as presented.

Carried

Roll Call by Province and Territory

The Chair requested a roll call by province and territory.

NT/NU — 12; Quebec — 21; Ontario — 71; Manitoba — 29; Alberta — 31; Yukon — 3;
Newfoundland and Labrador — 5; Saskatchewan — 10; British Columbia —55; Aboriginal
Youth Council — 10; NAFC Board of Directors — 12.

Total voting delegates: 259. To pass a resolution the number is 172 — 2/3 thirds vote.

Elections Committee

The Chair of the Elections Committee requested a motion to re-open nominations for
Secretary.

Motion #20 Nelson Lepine, Skookum Jim Friendship Centre
Juliette Nicolet, Kapuskasing Friendship Centre

To re-open nominations for Secretary.
Carried

The Chair asked if there were any further nominations for Secretary, hearing no further
nominations, a motion was requested to close nominations.

Motion #21 Ron Woytowich, NAFC Board Saskatchewan
Eric Ravenelle, Montreal Native Friendship Centre

To cease nominations for Secretary.

Carried
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The Chair asked Kama Steliga if she would like her name to stand for the nomination of
the position of Secretary. Ms. Steliga consented to have her name stand. The Chair
announced that Kama Steliga has been re-elected by acclamation to the position of
NAFC Secretary, and invited Ms. Steliga to speak on behalf of her re-election.

Ms. Steliga acknowledged and thanked the Haudonsonee Territory for allowing the
AGM to meet on their territory. Ms Steliga thanked Elder Clayton Logan for his prayers
and thanked the assembly for their support over the years. Ms. Steliga extended
appreciation for the opportunity to continue to serve the FCM in the capacity of
Secretary, for the opportunity to grow, learn and for the gifts that she is able to bring to
the table, the Board of Directors and the FCM. | commit to the unity of the FCM and the
continuance of social justice work and | commit to being mindful of all of our diversity
across the nation, but also about our commonness and our thread and bringing that
together especially in the position of Secretary. Thank you and | look forward to the
next couple of years.

Motion #22  Eric Ravenelle, Montreal Native Friendship Centre
Jamie Linington, AYC Alberta

To re-open nominations for Youth Executive.
Carried

The Chair of the Elections Committee asked if there were any nominations for the
position of Youth Executive, hearing no further nominations a motion was requested to
cease nominations for Youth Executive.

Motion #23 Jamie Linington, AYC Alberta
Eric Ravenelle, Montreal Native Friendship Centre

To cease nominations for Youth Executive.
Carried

The Chair confirmed that Christopher Sheppard consented to have his name stand for
elections for Youth Executive. The Chair announced the re-election by acclamation of
Christopher Sheppard as Youth Executive and invited Mr. Sheppard to speak on behalf
of his re-election.

Mr. Sheppard thanked Elder Clayton Logan and Elder Lorna Hill for being with the
delegates of the 2009 National Youth Forum and being available to ensure that we kept
our heads cool and made sure that someone was there to ensure that things wee done
in a right way and kept us on the right path. Thank you to Stanley Oliver for his
nomination of me. | am happy to receive the support of the assembly and | hope that
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over the next two years | can fulfill your expectations as Youth Executive. Thank you for
your support.

2009 AGM Resolutions

The Chair of the Resolutions Committee confirmed that the mover and seconder of
Resolution #09-01 were present in the assembly room and invited the mover to speak to
the motion.

The mover of the resolution proposed an amendment to the resolution to the section,
Therefore be it resolved, that it read, That the NAFC adopt and promote an explicit
position to facilitate awareness of the negative connotations of using the term Pan-
Aboriginal and that which it implies.

RESOLUTION #09 ¢ 01 STATEMENT ON PAN-ABORIGINALISM - Carried

WHEREAS: Friendship Centres exist for the improvement of the quality of life of all urban
Aboriginal people on a Status-blind basis, meaning that culture-based
programmes and services are offered to all who come through the doors of a
Friendship Centre;

AND WHEREAS: Friendship Centres reflect the specific cultures of the communities in which
they are located, as can be seen by the cultural differences between Friendship
Centres across Canada and even within provinces and territories;

AND WHEREAS: The term Pan-Aboriginal is used in a derogatory manner to describe lack of
differentiation between cultures;

AND WHEREAS: Friendship Centres are accused of being Pan-Aboriginal even though Friendship
Centres clearly differentiate between different Aboriginal cultures;

THEREFORE BE

IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC adopt and promote an explicit position to facilitate awareness of
the negative connotation of using the term Pan-Aboriginalism and that which it
implies in all its dealings with government, Aboriginal organisations and others
which rejects the accusations of Pan-Aboriginalism and all that it implies;

FURTHER, BE

IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC begin this process by giving formal expression to this resolution
by sending letters to all of our major partners in government and Aboriginal
organizations, and that this position be consistently pursued and put forward.

MOVED BY: Sheila McMahon, Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres (OFIFC)

SECONDED BY: Paul Lacerte, BCAAFC

The Chair confirmed that the mover and seconder of Resolution #09-02 were present
in the assembly room.

The mover of the resolution remarked that at the time of reparation of the government
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of Canada promised to hold a conference with the native leaders to explore ways of
means to enact Section 35 within 5 years of the repartation. This was a promise that
was never kept therefore giving too much leaway of subsequence, governments,
beareaucrats, and the jurisdictory to interpret this section based on their own bias and
the employees of the Ol Native Leasing entered into a test case agreement with
Revenue Canada to seek clarification from the courts on beaucratic interpretation of our
taxation imunity. Revenue Canada willingly agreed to enter into the test case
agreement with Ol Native Leasing to seek such clarification from the courts and the
employees of Ol and all financially contributed to the court challenge this making them
active participants and defendants and the courts have now given their affirmation to
beaucrats interpretation. The NAFC has previously passed motions of support for the
rights of First Nation people to have mobility of taxation rights and the related struggles
to have these rights recognized. Many Friendship Centres have leased employees
negatively impacted by the current court ruling and as a result may adversely affect
their operations and capacity. The NAFC exercises the protocol agreement it has signed
with the AFN. | believe that we need to continue this process we can’t give up this fight.

A voting delegate spoke against the resolution, it appears that this is endorsement of a
private company. The resolution excludes the rest of the membership. We just passed
a resolution to change our use of the term Pan-Aboriginal. If this resolution is passed we
would be changing a resolution that we just passed. Not all of the Friendship Centre
Movement benefits from the resolution, there is no connection to all Friendship
Centres. With consideration of the Friendship Centres ‘open door’ policy we need to
look at taking care of all of our membership and not private companies.

Acknowledgement was made of Roger Obonsawin for his endeavours and efforts in his
work concerning portability of First Nation rights. Ol Native Leasing work is in support
of off reserve First Nation peoples. The NAFC should work with the AFN regarding this
resolution.

A voting delegate spoke in favour of the resolution because the FCM works to improve
the quality of life of Aboriginal people living the urban experience. Aboriginal people
across the nation have varying degrees of rights, status and of current experience. This
resolution is not about the question of rights it is about a group of Aboriginal people in
the FCM who are being oppressed and affected by the government and they are asking
for support. Regardless of what category of Aboriginal it is today the same issue could
come to the floor next year with a different category of Aboriginal. Many people across
the FCM are affected by this issue. The language, spirit and intent of the resolution, it is
not about who has rights and who doesn’t, it is not about taking away rights from
someone, it is not about not supporting someone who doesn’t have the same rights, it is
about improving the quality of life for Aboriginal people living in an urban setting. This
is our fundamental role, it is to support, to improve, across this nation.
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A voting delegates spoke against the resolution because it is asking for endorsement of
a private corporation that does not include all of the FCM, we have a status blind
movement this resolution does not speak to that movement.

Pam Linklater, Mikwekwidong Native Friendship Centre, appealed the Chairs decision
with regard to Resolution #09-02, on the basis of her mis-voting. | am accustomed to
dealing with votes, firstly dealing with, In favour. | was not aware that we were doing it
in reverse, dealing with opposed first, so with that, | would like to appeal the Chair’s
decision on Resolution #09-02.

The Chair of the Resolutions Committee requested that the Chair of the Procedures
Committee provide direction on how to proceed.

The Chair of the Procedures Committee, stated that the issue in terms of the Chair’s
findings is that when the Chair is appealed, the assembly needs to understand that this
is not a challenge to the Chair and is not an order, which basically states that the person
who issued the appeal stated they did not understand the voting process. When there
is an appeal to the Chair, the Chair has the obligation to ask the assembly if they would
like to vote again on the matter, and if people are prepared to re-vote, that will be
carried by a simple majority, because this is a procedural Resolution and it does not
require a 2/3 vote, the outcome of that will then direct the Chair on how to proceed.
The Procedures Committee advises the Chair to consider having a Standing Vote and to
request very clearly to the assembly that Negative votes will be held first. There are no
rules of order that state it has to go in this order, but be very clear stating that so people
know what they are voting for and then know if that Resolution passes, how they are
going to vote for the Resolution. In this instance the appeal to the Chair must be put to
the members, it is a simple majority, depending on the outcome of that will depend on
what you will do with respect to Resolution #02.

The Chair of the Resolutions Committee made reference to the appeal on the floor. The
Chair asked the assembly if they are prepared to re-vote on Resolution #02. The Chair
requested a show of negative votes first, and asked for all opposed to re-opening the
vote to stand. The Chair of the Procedures Committee remarked that the issue at hand
is procedural, this is not a debate and does not require re-reading the Resolution, it has
already been read into the record. Our advice to you is that you proceed with a
Standing Vote, so that we are clear, there is a reason that people stand up to vote, so
that we are clear about the numbers. In fact it is out of order to re-read a Resolution
that has already been read.

The Chair of the Resolutions Committee announced a re-count of the vote for this
resolution which included In favour, Opposed, Abstentions. As established by the roll
call taken this morning it requires two thirds vote to pass a resolution, the total number
of votes would be 172, there is a total of 137 votes In favour of this resolution, 72
against, and 13 abstentions, the Resolution is defeated.
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RESOLUTION #09 ¢ 02 INCOME TAXATION - Defeated

WHEREAS: Section 35 of the repatriated Constitution of Canada confirms that Aboriginal
and Treaty Rights are recognized and affirmed and Revenue Canada willingly
agreed to enter into a Test Case Agreement with Ol (Native Leasing Services
and Ol Employee Leasing Inc) and its employees to seek clarification from the
courts on the bureaucratic interpretation of First Nation taxation immunity;

AND WHEREAS: Many Friendship Centres have leased employees, of which 74% are female low
income sole supporters, negatively impacted by the current court ruling and as
a result may adversely affect their operations and capacity;

AND WHEREAS: The employees of Ol entered into the Test Case Agreement in good faith with
the expectation of receiving the same treatment accorded to previous Test
Case Agreement participants when completed;

THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC, exercising the Protocol Agreement it has signed with the AFN,
initiate a meeting at the earliest opportunity with the new leadership of AFN
for the purpose of creating a Joint National First Nations Tax Working Group:
l. to examine the issue of off-reserve First Nation taxation;
Il to seek to have a remission order passed which forgives the accumulated
tax liabilities of past and current employees and partners affected.

FINALLY, BE

IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC meet with the Minister of Canadian Heritage and Minister of
Indian Affairs at the earliest opportunity for the purpose of obtaining the
support of the Ministers for the above-mentioned Remission Order and to
obtain a commitment that the Ministers will personally intervene on this issue
with the Minister of Revenue Canada and other Ministers as necessary.

MOVED BY: Inga Neilsen, Tillicum Haus Friendship Centre, Nanaimo, BC

SECONDED BY: Debra Fairbanks, United Native Friendship Centre,

Fort Frances, Ontario

The Chair confirmed that the mover and seconder of Resolution #09-03 were present
in the assembly room and invited the mover to speak on behalf of the resolution.

The mover of the resolution noted that this Resolution builds upon a Resolution of last
year where we were opposed to a piece of federal legislation that was going to regulate
national health products. The NAFC was successful in a meeting with the Minister of
Health and received her commitment. The INAC Minister commented that Aboriginal
people would be exempt from the regulations about harvesting Aboriginal traditional
medicines in particular. The government of Canada is responding to some international
activities that it created several years ago a FPT process responsible for forests, wildlife
endangered species, fisheries and aquaculture. Those terms should have sent up a flare
for us but they didn’t. A series of international scientists met at the UN Convention on
biodiversity. As a result of the UN Declaration a number of countries have asserted
their sovereignty over the genetic resources found in their national jurisdiction. There a
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drug company in the US housed in the state of Boston who took DNA from a northern
Ontario First Nation in Canada and they actually own the DNA sample for materials they
are working on with respect to drugs to address Diabetes. An American company has
actually issued an international license on the DNA samples they collected. This has
escalated from an issue of biodiversity to this company wanting to control the genetic
production of resources. There is a multinational company named Montesano who is
involved in genetic production. Companies who hold international licenses could come
to people in our community and suggest that their work and intentions are about
resource sharing and access. The companies are saying up front that they are going to
work with local indigenous people to genetically modify, for example, sweetgrass, and
then the company would control the new genetic modified product and sell it. The
companies want to talk with First Nations about resource sharing. This is just one more
back door attempt of these companies trying to control what traditional people do, and
have access to traditional resources, etc. This is a process and we have to stop it. We
have the right to what the creator placed on Turtle Island for us to use and again it is not
an issue of whether you have status or not it was placed here and that we have a right
to control our DNA and we have a right for those medicines that were given to us to
remain the way they are and for the animals to remain the way they are and we are
asking the NAFC to join that because we believe it is a Friendship Centre issue.

The seconder of the Resolution commented that the laws of government local,
provincial, national and international, and are always going to affect us. These
international companies want access to our natural resources. Reference was made to
the ‘Fur Boycott’ this boycott affected my father he was a trapper and trapped beavers.
His basic needs were impacted. The government holds consultations and studies and
tells us what they are going to do. Aboriginal people have to be vigilant in responding
and receiving their information on what the governments wants to do. Our rights are
linked to our land and resources and these are our traditional beliefs.

RESOLUTION #09 ¢ 03 ACCESS AND BENEFIT SHARING OF GENETIC RESOURCES - Carried

WHEREAS: Aboriginal people have self determination and the inherit right to maintain and
protect their traditional knowledge and practices as well as their cultural
resources that include human, plant and genetic resources;

AND WHEREAS: Canadian federal, provincial and territorial governments are currently
considering how Access and Benefit Sharing of Genetic Resources policies could
accommodate the traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources
held by Aboriginal communities and local communities;

AND WHEREAS: Genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge are being accessed for
research and commercial purposes, although there is currently no official legal
framework to protect our traditional knowledge and genetic resources from
exploitation and illegal access;

THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED: That NAFC support and collaborate with National Aboriginal organizations
to further provide information to the Friendship Centre Movement and other
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organizations on all aspects of governmental and multi-national initiatives
related to Access and Benefit Sharing of Genetic resources and traditional
knowledge in Canada and advocate for the protection and preservation of our
traditional knowledge, cultural practices and resources including human, plant
and genetic resources.

MOVED BY: Sylvia Maracle, Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres (OFIFC)
SECONDED BY: hdaOFNJ YA&all0A&aKE / SYyGdNB8 RQ! YAGAS

The Chair confirmed that the mover and seconder of Resolution #09-04 were present in
the assembly room, and invited the mover to speak on behalf of the resolution.

Health Canada has devised Diabetes programs to start winding down, some projects will
be ending in November 2009 and others will end March 31, 2010. There was an
announcement that this is the third financial cost when you have this disease, in the
long run it would cost more and costs to medical services would double if there is no
awareness education, prevention and intervention. Health Canada has not conducted
any national statistics since 1999 and at that time they were about 1.2 or 1.4 million
across Canada, and this number has probably doubled since then. There is also the
growing concern of childhood obesity on the rise and children need to be tested at a
younger age. Diabetes projects are starting to move into manageable activities. We
need to ensure that we take appropriate action to continue projects.

RESOLUTION # 09 ¢ 04 ABORIGINAL DIABETES INITIATIVE (ADI) - Carried
WHEREAS: Diabetes has been, and continues to be one of the most significant health risks
for Aboriginal people throughout Canada;

AND WHEREAS: There have been continual efforts by Friendship Centres to decrease the
number of cases of diabetes and its complications through the use of
prevention, intervention, and management activities;

AND WHEREAS: Diabetes programs delivered by Friendship Centres, and that are funded
through Health Canada, are ending prior to the program going before the
Federal Parliament in 2010 for discussion on renewal;

AND WHEREAS: Friendship Centres will have lost the capacity in the form of staffing, clientele,
partnerships and other resources if the program sunsets with no certainty with
respect to renewal;

AND WHEREAS: It is estimated that the number of cases and the cost of treatment services for
Aboriginal people will significantly increase should renewal of this program not
occur;

THEREFORE BE

IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC take the appropriate actions with Health Canada and other
governmental and political authorities to ensure the renewal of the ADI beyond
March 31, 2010;

FURTHER, BE
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IT RESOLVED: The NAFC include in its lobbying plan a strategy for ensuring the renewal of the
ADI beyond March 31, 2010.
MOVED BY: Inga Neilsen Cooper, Tillicum Haus Native Friendship Centre, Nanaimo, BC

SECONDED BY: Edith Cloutier, RCAAQ President

The Chair confirmed that the mover and seconder of resolution #09-05 were present
in the assembly room and invited the mover to speak on behalf of the resolution. The
mover of the resolution brought forward an amendment to the resolution, the seconder
accepted the amendment. The Chair opened the floor for discussion concerning the
resolution, hearing none, the agenda resumed.

RESOLUTION #09¢05 COMBAT AGAINST POVERTY AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION AMONG URBAN
ABORIGINAL PEOPLE - Carried

WHEREAS:

AND WHEREAS:

AND WHEREAS:

AND WHEREAS:

AND WHEREAS:

THEREFORE BE

Poverty is significantly present among urban Aboriginal people, which is a
situation due to a number of individual and environmental factors including,
among others, employment inequality, difficulties in obtaining housing, a low
level of educational attainment, a high number of single-parent families, and
health inequalities;

Several of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals are concerned
with the combat against poverty, for example, by working to reduce extreme
poverty and hunger, ensure an elementary-level education for all, promote
gender equality and empowerment of women, reduce infant mortality,
improve maternal health, etc.;

In 1989, the Parliament of Canada made the unanimous commitment to
eliminate child poverty by the year 2000, i.e., within 11 years, but this objective
remains unattained;

Numerous urban Aboriginal children in Canada live in conditions of extreme
poverty, present an extremely low level of educational attainment and a low
rate of literacy, and face the risk of homelessness, as stated in a UNICEF report

entitted { GF 0SS 2F (GKS 228 RBEA I KA IRNBKA tHRIMBYY Q&

Leaving No Child Behind

Poverty is one of the factors that leads to social exclusion.

IT RESOLVED: The NAFC seek funding from governments and others to pilot an awareness
campaign about the situation of poverty and social exclusion affecting our
Aboriginal populations in urban areas;

FINALLY, BE

IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC compile the fight against poverty and social exclusion initiatives
in Friendship Centres in order to support those centres in their efforts and that
the NAFC support the initiatives to be developed.

MOVED BY: Josée Goulet, RCAAQ, Executive Director

SECONDED BY: Juliette Nicolet, Kapuskasing Indian Friendship Centre
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The Chair confirmed that the mover and seconder of resolution #09-06 were present in
the assembly room and invited the mover to speak on behalf of the resolution, hearing
none, the agenda resumed.

RESOLUTION #09 ¢ 06 2011 NAFC AGM - Carried
WHEREAS: The 2011 NAFC Annual General Meeting will see the NAFC celebrate its 40"
anniversary;

AND WHEREAS: The NAFC held its 1° Annual General Meeting in Winnipeg;
AND WHEREAS: The IMFC of Winnipeg has recently celebrated its 50" anniversary;
AND WHEREAS: The IMFC has submitted a letter of intent to host the NAFC 40™ anniversary

Annual General Meeting

THEREFORE BE

IT RESOLVED: That the 2011 NAFC AGM be hosted by the IMFC of Winnipeg in the beautiful
and cost effective city of Winnipeg.

MOVED BY: Dennis Sinclair, Indian and Métis Friendship Centre of Winnipeg

SECONDED BY: Kama Steliga, NAFC Secretary

The Chair confirmed that the mover and seconder of resolution #09-07 were present
in the assembly room and invited the mover to speak on behalf of the resolution.

The mover of the resolution noted that the TRC has a number of community hearings
scheduled in the BC region. It is our understanding that the NAFC doesn’t currently
have a formal working relationship with the TRC. Notwithstanding the change in TRC
Commissioners and the challenges that the TRC has faced over the past few months.
We hope a shared value with the Friendship Centres across Canada we feel that it is very
important to have an opportunity to know when the hearings will be scheduled in our
communities so that we can be ready to support our brothers and sisters who will be
coming forward to tell their stories to retell the true history of this country and the
impact that this will have on our communities will be powerful and challenging. The
Friendship Centres across Canada have a role to play in supporting our brothers and
sisters. We are asking the NAFC to establish some form of a working relationship with
the TRC and in that relationship to ensure that Friendship Centres receive sufficient and
timely notice of when hearings are scheduled in their communities, and if possible to
find resourcing to support the Friendship Centres in supporting our brothers and sisters
who are coming forward to share their stories.

The seconder of the resolution remarked that the spirit of the resolution addresses the
way in which those sessions are being held in our communities. Often times the
hearings are leaving our people vulnerable. My experience with this process is that as
we enter into the phase of ‘Persons of Interest’ our people are being left to being
exposed to being re-offended. There is no support for the people who are telling their
stories. Our Friendship Centre has begun a dialogue with survivors and individuals of
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interest to try to establish support for these people. We need to have a voice in terms
of how this is going to be constructed. The spirit of the resolution also speaks to the
idea that in our communities there is a lot of wisdom, we have a lot of elders and
resource people who can bring their wisdom to how that support should look.

RESOLUTION # 09 ¢ 07 TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION (TRC) - Carried
WHEREAS: The Government of Canada and the Assembly of First Nations have entered
into the Residential School Settlement Agreement;

AND WHEREAS: The Residential School Settlement Agreement provides for the creation of a
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC);

AND WHEREAS: The TRC has a mandate to facilitate the telling of the true history of the
residential school system and the systematic attack on our Indigenous Peoples,
our families, and our way of life;

AND WHEREAS: The TRC will be holding community hearings across Canada for the term of the
existing agreement;

AND WHEREAS: The TRC hearings, while important, have an impact on our communities and
our families and this impact needs to be mitigated by Friendship Centres where
possible;

THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED: That the National Association of Friendship Centres establish a working
relationship with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission;

FURTHER, BE

IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC provide information to member Friendship Centres in a timely
fashion regarding the schedule and location of TRC hearings.

MOVED BY: Paul Lacerte, BCAAFC

SECONDED BY: Wedlidli Speck, Wachiay Friendship Centre Society, Courtenay, BC

Vicky Barsolow, High Prairie Native Friendship Centre, requested that ‘day students’ that
attended Indian Residential Schools be included in the work of the TRC, becasue there is
no mention of their experience.

A friendly amendment was suggested to the resolution, to incorporate financial and
human resources.

The mover of the resolution did not accept the friendly amendment because it would
make it administrative in nature. We want to stay with the Resolution as it is worded
recognizing that many of the Friendship Centres are already engaged in supporting our
brothers and sisters who attended Residential School either in residence or as day
students. There is an incredible effort underway to respond to the experiences that
people are having in the hearings themselves. We recognize with the common
experience payment, for example, that there has already been significant pressure on
the services of Friendship Centres to support people where no resources were provided,
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certainly in the B.C. region by Health Canada, notwithstanding that fact, we will
continue to respond to the needs of our brothers and sisters in this way, and it is our
hope that the NAFC as part of that working relationship, and given the discussions
surrounding this resolution, will take a signal from the membership that every effort
should be made as well to secure the resourcing that we need to provide those good
services, but if we add ‘to secure the money’, it kind of makes us waiting for the money,
and it is administrative in nature.

Joseph Morrison, NAFC Board Ontario, spoke in support of the Resolution. A lot of
times we come dependent on financial resources and a lot of times this takes away from
the intent of what we are trying to do because we are too busy looking around for
money and yet you are forgetting about the people that need services. The Friendship
Centres are there to provide a service and if there is a group that was willing to donate
some funds, fine, but let us not get bogged down in trying to search out where you are
going to get the money from because a lot of the residential school survivors are elderly
and will not be alive for much longer. The opportunity to hear their stories will be lost
when these people die.

Clarence, President, Kikinahk Friendship Centre, suggested that the Friendship Centres
appoint people to be directly involved with Truth and Reconciliation.

Mary Richard, NAFC Senator, commented that one of the things that we should
remember as a national association of Friendship Centres is, when we are looking
towards enhancements for the AFCP we should remind the federal government about
the loss of Aboriginal culture and language. | have worked for over forty years in
rebuilding our community, the loss of language, the killing of our spiritual activities, and
it states that in the federal government apology to Residential School survivors, that
they were going to take the ‘indian’ out of the child. We must remind the people, that is
what they did. | developed a program with the people that | work with and they said,
what are we going to call it, and | said, putting the Indian back in the Indian, because
that is what we have to do. We have to rebuild our language, we have to rebuild our
spiritual activities, we have to rebuild the structures that were destroyed. Just because
we didn’t have books, does not mean that there were no structures in our way of life,
and this is what has to be replaced, and this should be costing money to the federal
government.

RESOLUTION #09¢08 UN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES - Carried
WHEREAS: The United Nations passed the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
on September 13, 2007;

AND WHEREAS: The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was the result of many
years of hard work by the members of the Permanent Forum for Indigenous
Peoples;
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AND WHEREAS: The Government of Canada has refused to endorse the Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples

AND WHEREAS: The Government of Australia has signed and the Government of the United
States has indicated that it is giving consideration to signing the Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

THEREFORE BE

IT RESOLVED: That the National Association of Friendship Centres continually call on the
Government of Canada to sign the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples until such time as Canada signs;

FURTHER, BE

IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC formally endorse the UN Declaration on the rights of Indigenous
Peoples and send a letter to the United Nations, the Government of Canada,
the Assembly of First Nations, the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, the Métis National
Council, and organizations for Non-Status, stating our endorsement and our
commitment to share in its implementation.

MOVED BY: Paul Lacerte, BCAAFC
SECONDED BY: Kama Steliga, NAFC Secretary

The Chair confirmed that the mover and seconder of resolution #09-08 were present in
the assembly room and invited the mover to speak on behalf of the Resolution.

The mover of the Resolution commented that clearly this is a shame with respect to the
honour of the Crown for getting up on one hand and apologizing to Aboriginal peoples
and to go on and denying Aboriginal peoples their basic and fundamental rights as
Indigenous peoples and not being willing to sign on to the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples. Now only three countries, Canada, United States and New Zealand
have not signed the Declaration. US President Barack Obama has recently stated that
he is giving consideration to signing the Declaration. There are two parts to the
Resolution, one is that we are asking that the NAFC to call now and to continue to
exercise political and administrative pressure on the Government of Canada to sign the
Declaration. The second part is that we give formal expression also to our partners in
the Assembly of First Nations, the government, and to the United Nations that the NAFC
formally endorses the Declaration, in and of our own right, and our commitment to
share in its implementation and would everyone in the assembly to read the articles in
the Declaration, distribute it within your Friendship Centres. They are very powerful
articles and leverage points that we can use that have been recognized by the highest
authority in the world that re-affirms many of the rights that we have that are violated
on a daily basis, locally, provincially and nationally.

The Chair opened the floor for questions or comments concerning the Resolution.

A friendly amendment was suggested to the final Further Be It Resolved, That the NAFC
formally endorse the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and send a
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letter to the United Nations, the government of Canada and the Assembly of First
Nations, the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, the Métis National Council, and organizations for
Non-Status, stating our endorsement and our commitment to share in its
implementation.

The mover and seconder concurred on the friendly amendment.

RESOLUTION #09 (09  NON-INSURED HEALTH BENEFITS (NIHB) - Carried

WHEREAS: Health Canada has made steady and significant reductions in the level of
benefits available to First Nations Peoples under Non-Insured Health Benefits
(NIHB) over the past number of years;

AND WHEREAS: Many First Nations Peoples have been impacted negatively by these reductions
in NIHB eligibility;

AND WHEREAS: The NAFC does not currently have the ability to quantify the impact of these
eligibility reductions upon the people we serve;

AND WHEREAS: The NAFC has an opportunity and responsibility to address this on-going
challenge through research and advocacy;

THEREFORE BE

IT RESOLVED: That the National Association of Friendship Centres, upon successfully
obtaining funding, develop and implement a research project, in partnership
with the regions, which analyzes the NIHB program over the past 10 years with
specific attention to the erosion of specific benefits;

FURTHER, BE

IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC, upon successfully obtaining funding, conduct a survey regarding
the level of access to NIHB by urban Aboriginal Peoples, and the impact of
reductions in NIHB eligibility and benefits levels on urban Aboriginal Peoples.

MOVED BY: Marg Ahdemar, Cariboo Friendship Society, Williams Lake, BC
SECONDED BY: Christopher Phillips, Interior Indian Friendship Society, Kamloops, BC

The Chair confirmed that the mover and seconder of Resolution #09-09 were present in
the assembly room. The Chair invited the mover to speak on behalf of the Resolution.

The seconder of the Resolution remarked that everybody knows that the benefits have
been reduced over a period of time. Also having worked in certain areas of the industry
with health professionals aside from the visible reduction that has been taking place
they have also implemented more strenuous procedures for practitioners to go through
which in itself has the same affect because in some cases it will be a denial of services or
harder to get those services. This Resolution speaks to that and we need to get some
statistics that back that up so we can move forward to regain what, silently, is being
removed.
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Q: Question was asked why the Resolution only addresses ‘urban’ and why are remote
and rural communities not included. The NAFC needs to include the people in the
remote communities.

Q: With respect to the first Whereas, | have a hard time with the word ‘program’, we
always stretch our treaty rights to health, education, etc. and as a previous manager of
non-insured, we always stressed to Health Canada that we’ve always looked at it as
treaty rights to health and not as a program. A friendly amendment was suggested to
remove the word ‘program’ from the wording of the Resolution.

The mover and seconder of Resolution #09-09 agreed to the friendly amendment.

The Chair asked if there was any further discussion on the Resolution, hearing no further
discussion, question was called.

The Chair confirmed that the mover and seconder of Resolution #09-10 were present
in the assembly room, and invited the mover to speak on behalf of the resolution.

The spirit of the Resolution is to recognize and acknowledge the work being done in
healing. The NDHR movement started in Australia from the National Sorry Day, it is a
worldwide movement of Aboriginal peoples supporting healing. Some of the Friendship
Centres participate in these activities on May 26" and we would encourage the support
of the NAFC in this movement.

The Chair opened the floor for discussion concerning the Resolution, question was
called.

RESOLUTION #09 ¢ 10 NATIONAL DAY OF HEALING AND RECONCILIATION (NDHR) - Carried
WHEREAS: May 26" has been declared the International Day of Healing and Reconciliation
by the Healing Our Spirit Worldwide Society;

AND WHEREAS: Many Friendship Centres in Canada already participate in NDHR activities in
their communities;

AND WHEREAS: The principles behind the NDHR are shared principles with the Friendship
Centre movement;

AND WHEREAS: Participation in the NDHR by the Friendship Centres of Canada would be
beneficial for the people we serve;

THEREFORE BE That the National Association of Friendship Centres endorse and
IT RESOLVED: declare May 26" as the National Day of Healing and Reconciliation;

FURTHER, BE
IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC provide information to all member Friendship Centres regarding
NDHR in a timely fashion and on an annual basis;
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FINALLY, BE
IT RESOLVED: That the NAFC seek funding from the Government of Canada to support NDHR
related activities within Friendship Centres.

MOVED BY: Susan Tatoosh, Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre
SECONDED BY: Ron Rice, Victoria Native Friendship Centre

Senate Report

Roger Obonsawin, Senator, Ontario, greeted the assembly and presented the Senate
Report. The Senate brings greetings and many thanks to the NAFC Board of Directors,
Staff and Members of the Niagara Regional Native Centre for hosting the 38" NAFC
AGM. The Senate thanked the Elders for their presence and guidance during this
gathering. The Senate is saddened by the loss of our friend, brother and fellow Senator
Bill Messenger. As Senator Rankin said, he was a true messenger for the people and we
will miss him very much, our deepest condolences go to the Messenger family and
community. The Senate is grateful of having had the great experience of having Bill
Messenger in the Friendship Centre Movement. The Senators acknowledge the hard
work of the NAFC Board and Staff in carrying out the directives given through
resolutions at last year’s AGM in Québec City, we commend you all on a job well done.

The Senate was especially pleased to see the results of Resolution #07-04 with respect
to best practices in governance and management. The Institute on Governance did a
great job in its’ inclusiveness of a number of Friendship Centres covering the 11 best
practices categories associated with the Friendship Centre Movement, an initiative that
the Senate has been working on for a number of years. The Senate thanks the NAFC
and Staff because it has given them more work, but it is work that will get us
somewhere, | am sure in the future.

The Senate wishes to especially thank Mel Maracle, Office Manager and NAFC staff
liaison to the Senate, for her support and work for the Senate. The Senate thanked
Nelson Mayer, Vice-President, NAFC Board of Director’s liaison to the Senate. As you
may recall the Senate’s challenge for a volleyball tournament against Nelson Mayer has
been set to occur during this AGM, may the best team win!

The Senate wishes to acknowledge and congratulate, Joan Glode, NAFC Senator on
leave, as recipient of a 2009 National Aboriginal Achievement Award in the Public
Service category, for all her efforts on behalf of our children in our communities.

The Senate formally recognized and welcomed Ray Fox to the Senate. Senator Fox has
already begun work with the Senate and was in attendance at the Senate Meeting held
in Toronto on October 14-15, 2008. Ray Fox will be officially initiated into the Senate
following the Senate Report to the 38™ NAFC AGM. The Senate extends its’ heartiest
congratulations to Mr. Ray Fox upon receiving the 2008 Citizen of the Year Award in
North Battleford, Saskatchewan.
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The hardest task that the Senate has to do and wants to apologize for, was to look at
new Senate appointments. The Senate reviewed the process and hopes to remedy this
next year so that all regions are recognized and affirmed as being able to participate in
the Senate, because it is especially important to be inclusive of all regions.

The Senate extended its deepest appreciation to Sylvia Maracle, Executive Director of
the Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres (OFIFC) for hosting and financing
the October 14-15, 2008 Senate Meeting, where we had the great opportunity to visit
their beautiful offices in downtown Toronto. We hope that this will inspire other PTAs
to consider hosting and sponsoring future Senate meetings. It was very successful and
very much appreciated. Thank you to Sylvia Maracle and the OFIFC Board of Directors.

The Senators have been involved in their regions and have continuously been involved
with our Friendship Centres. Senator Marjorie White has been active in the BC region
by having attended all BCAAFC quarterly meetings as well as their AGM. The BC
provincial Elders Council had a busy year successfully negotiating two funding sources to
provide support to the local Friendship Centres. The Elders Council participates at the
annual provincial youth conference jointly providing a workshop with the youth.
Senators Theresa Whiskeyjack and Youngchief represented the Senate at the NAFC
Presidents and Coordinators Forum on October 16-17, 2008 and the October 18-19,
2008 NAFC Board of Directors Meeting. Senator Ray Fox attended the Youth
Engagement Meeting in January 2009. Senator Whiskeyjack attended the NAFC Board
Meeting held in February 2009. In March 2009 Senator Dominique Rankin provided a
drum making workshop to the NAFC Staff. Senator Miriam Youngchief participated in
the May 30-31, 2009 NAFC Board of Directors Meeting. Senator Youngchief expressed
her regrets for not being present today, but had some matters to attend to. Senator
Youngchief was invited to the Grande Prairie Friendship Centre last summer, while there
she conducted a Staff and Community workshop. She was also invited to participate
with the Elders at the Spirit Seekers Youth Conference. The Senators all enjoy the
opportunity to be involved with Friendship Centres, socially, locally, provincially, and
nationally, it is just in our blood. Thank you for remembering us and making use of our
abilities and knowledge.

The Senate thanks those PTAs and Friendship Centres who responded to our request for
feedback regarding the draft Vision Statement for the NAFC. As per a memo from the
February NAFC Board Meeting the Senate will continue to work with the NAFC staff on
the vision statement taking into consideration your input. The Senate will continue to
be active and supportive of the lobbying efforts for AFCP enhancements and encourage
all Friendship Centres to carry on lobbying activities. We were encouraged to see the
process that was developed for the purpose of a negotiating strategy for the AFCP.

The Senate would like to acknowledge and give thanks to Peter Dinsdale, NAFC
Executive Director and Vera Pawis Tabobondung, NAFC President, and all the NAFC Staff
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for their support. In addition we want to thank the hard working and dedicated
volunteers for their contributions to the Friendship Centre Movement, we ask that
those volunteers who are present at this AGM stand up and be recognized. Further we
acknowledge the efforts of the NAFC in developing a working relationship with the
Assembly of First Nations and commend you for hosting the first AFN All Candidates
Forum on Urban First Nations issues at the Odawa Native Friendship Centre on June 19,
2009. It is through these positive and healthy relationships that we will eliminate the
divisions occurred over this long period in our history. The Senate joins the AFN
National Chief in welcoming the appointment of Justice Murray Sinclair as Chair of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, we are confident Justice Sinclair will address
issues faced by the survivors of the Indian Residential Schools with great understanding
and sensitivity, and we have had a long history with Murray Sinclair over the years and |
am sure that he will do well on a very difficult job.

| want to give thanks to the Friendship Centre Movement, it has really given meaning to
my life and a purpose. WE constantly have to reach out and broaden that purpose as a
reminder that there are so many people out there that it is almost impossible to meet
all of the needs and all of demands, so we have to work together and not against each
other to bring those people together, we are the one organization that has been able to
do it, so let’s not forget that tradition, let’s not forget who we are as Friendship Centres.
We are all united in spirit in mind and in our hearts. Let’s keep the spirit of friendship
alive by honouring our Elders and those who came before us and recognize the hard
work they did in just allowing us to be here today. It's a reward just to see all of you
here. We will have disagreements and | hope that we have them because that is how
we learn, we learn from each other. Disagreements are not personal, but the best way
to proceed and we recognize that, it is the best way to proceed, we recognize and
honour that and then we go on. We thank you for allowing us to be your Senate and for
your support, especially the support from the NAFC and Peter Dinsdale and the NAFC
Staff.

The Senate has reviewed the new Senate appointments to be inclusive of all regions and
have considered the recommendation of Myrtle Banfield to the Senate. Ray Fox was
confirmed last year and will be invested here now and Myrtle will join us at a later date.
| would like to call upon Ray Fox to make his pledge to accept his nomination to the
NAFC Senate. Ray Fox read the pledge and Senator Obonsawin presented Senator Fox
with an eagle feather in recognition of his contribution. Louise Oekle, President of the
Aboriginal Friendship Centres of Saskatchewan, presented Ray Fox with a ribbon shirt in
recognition and appreciation of representing the province of Saskatchewan as NAFC
Senator.

Roger Obonsawin, NAFC Senator, Ontario, acknowledged Richard Jenkins, Canadian
Native Friendship Centre, for his previous work as the NAFC liaison to the Senate. Mr.
Jenkins was very supportive and a helper to the NAFC Senate for many years.
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Motion #24 Eric Ravenelle, Native Friendship Centre of Montreal
Nelson Mayer, NAFC Vice-President

To accept the Senate Report as presented.
Carried
An honour song was offered for those who have passed on to the spirit world.

Motion #25 Gary Broomfield, Labrador Friendship Centre
Toni Murphy, Sarnia-Lambton Native Friendship Centre

To accept the recommendation of Myrtle Banfield to the NAFC Senate.
Carried

Nelson Mayer, NAFC Board liaison to the Senate, remarked that two years ago the
Senate issued a public challenge to him as the Manitoba volley ball coach to a public
volley ball match to be held at an AGM. Last year the Senate reported that their top
player was ill and not able to be present which served as cause for postponement of the
tournament for one year. Mr. Mayer declared that he is prepared to accept the
Senate’s challenge, however, a good coach always consults with the Team Captain,
whether to accept the challenge. With pride and humility as a volley ball coach has
coached the Manitoba Youth Team for the past ten years winning eight of the
championships and losing two, once to Alberta, and once to the NAFC. The Manitoba
Team have prepared a statement which reads: the Manitoba Youth Volley Ball
Champions have received via today’s technology a video production that showed the
NAFC Senators practicing as a volley ball team. We first and foremost had little concern
when we witnessed Senator Marge White and Senator Helen Hudson-MacDonald
leaping higher than eight feet into the air and we felt that our spikes might not get
through their solid defense and we then became quite concerned when we noted
Senator Roger Obonsawin, Senator Winston McLeod and Senator Ray Fox spike serving
from the back court behind the line, with so much force and power they literally drove
the volley ball through the back wall and shattered the concrete wall. The final concern
became apparent when Senator Theresa Whiskeyjack and Senator Mary Richard were
seen on the video being set up, and spiking the ball with so much power that the ball
went straight through the floor with every spike. Being as we were only young and a
youth team, the final note of concern found out by our sources was that the NAFC
Senators issued a challenge for a warm up match with the Canadian Men’s Olympic
Volley Ball Championship Team which they received a reply back that the Olympic team
were too concerned that they would be injured and publicly humiliated by the Senators.
It is therefore established by the Manitoba Youth Volley Ball Team that this assembly
acknowledge and recognize the 2009 volley ball championship winners being the NAFC
Senators, we do concede defeat this year. Congratulations, the trophy is all yours.
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Senator Obonsawin remarked that although he appreciated the gesture he is having
difficulty accepting the championship because Nelson Mayer is the honorary member of
the Senate and should be on the Senate’s side. Nelson Mayer replied, take good care of
Alberta’s trophy for next year’s championship.

Unfinished Business

The Chair opened the floor for Unfinished Business.

Dennis Sinclair, President, Indian and Métis Friendship Centre of Winnipeg thanked the
AGM delegates for allowing the IMFC Winnipeg to host the 2011 NAFC AGM in
Winnipeg. A three minute video on the City of Winnipeg Tourism was presented.

Yvonne Oshanyk, Hinton Friendship Centre, welcomed the delegates to Hinton next
year, we are excited about hosting the NAFC AGM in 2010, and challenged everyone to
bring a youth delegate, we are making it very affordable, $S20 a night for
accommodation and $20 per day for meals.

Groovy Delegate Award

Paul Lacerte, Executive Director, BCAAFC, presented the 2009 Groovy Delegate Award
on behalf of Willy Abraham from Terrace, B.C., aka Free Willy, recipient of the 2008
Groovy Delegate Award to Mr. Joseph Morrison, NAFC Board Member, Ontario.

Presentations

Jaynane Burning Fields, Executive Director of the Niagara Regional Native Centre,
remarked that the NRNC hopes that everyone had a good time in Haudonsonee
Territory and mentioned that the Haudonsonee were a matriarchal nation and the
women were always strong and always had a lot of authority, in fact, we as women
chose the men chiefs and took them out of power if they didn’t behave, we’ve always
had that authority. We recognize women who are of strength and who have vision and
so the Elder Lorna Hill has asked me to come up here and to present Vera Pawis
Tabobondung with a gift in appreciation and recognition of her strength and kindness in
the role model of being a female leader and taking care of families.

The Chair extended sincere thanks to the NRNC on behalf of the NAFC for hosting the
2009 AGM.

The Chair presented a gift to Sam Thomas, 2009 AGM Coordinator, in appreciation of his
work and efforts.

NAFC 38th Annual General Meeting Page 45
July 14-17, 2009 Niagara Falls, Ontario Draft Minutes



The Chair presented a gift and thanked Joan Church, former NAFC Board Member
Manitoba, and Michelle Kolla, NAFC Board Yukon, in recognition of their contributions
to the NAFC Board of Directors.

Acknowledgement was made of the NAFC AGM Committee Chairs who brought their
skills and expertise to do the work on behalf of the AGM.

Announcements

The Chair requested that all delegates complete the AGM Evaluation Form which is
located in Tab 10 of the AGM Meeting Kit. The AGM Planning Committee will be
reviewing the evaluation forms at the fall 2009 NAFC Board of Directors meeting.

The NAFC Board of Directors will be meeting immediately following the adjournment of
the 2009 NAFC AGM. Thank you to the NAFC staff for their work and efforts for the
2009 AGM.

Elder Clayton Logan offered closing prayers.

The meeting was called to adjourn.
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