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Aboriginal Youth Council Report 
 
Greetings and welcome to beautiful Hinton, Alberta! I am proud to present the Aboriginal Youth Council 
(AYC) activities for the last year. 
 
The AYC would like to thank the following individuals for serving on the Council over the past year: 
Mélanie Napartuk, former QC representative; Melissa Matheson-Frost, former Northern representative; 
and Gabriel Uqaituk, former Vice-President. We wish our past members all the best in their bright 
futures. 
 
We would also like to welcome the newest members to the AYC: Alexandria Elleze, Northern 
representative; Eric Anderson, Vice-President; and Alex Boudrias, QC representative. 

AYC Activities 

National Youth Forum – July 12-14, 2009 

 
The 2009 Youth Forum was held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Niagara Falls, Ontario on July 12-14, 2009. 
The Forum was co-hosted by AYC Alumni Jocelyn Formsma and Robert Rittwage, and featured 
workshops by the National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation (NAAF), YouCan, and Apathy Is Boring.  
 
In addition to the regular workshops, the 2009 Youth Forum featured presentations on the history of the 
Friendship Centre Movement (FCM) by Marge White, a keynote address by OFIFC Executive Director 
Sylvia Maracle, and Anishinaabe Elder Josephine Mandamin attended to address the Youth regarding 
the importance of water, and the Mother Earth Water Walk that she has been doing since 2003. The 
National Spokesperson and the 2009-2010 Role Model of the National Aboriginal Role Model Program 
also gave a presentation about the program, and provided motivational words for the attendees. 
 
The AYC Treasurer Chelsea Legge was re-elected. Eric Anderson of the Sagitawa Friendship Society in 
Peace River, Alberta was elected as the AYC Vice-President. The AYC sends thanks to outgoing Vice-
President Gabriel Uqaituk for his commitment and years served on the council. 
 
The 2009 Youth Forum had 110 registered attendees from all regions. The AYC and NAFC would like to 
thank the Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres (OFIFC) and Niagara Regional Native Centre 
for their hard work in organizing the 2009 Youth Forum. Attendee evaluation of the Youth Forum was 
positive, and a detailed report of that evaluation is available upon request. 

Power Shift Ottawa Conference  

 
As a member of the environment portfolio for the AYC Danielle DeBruyne, AYC Saskatchewan 
representative, attended the Power Shift Ottawa Conference AYC on October 23-26, 2009. Power Shift 
was three days of training, strategy and action and one mass lobby day to hold elected officials 
accountable for their part to solve the climate crisis. It built a cohesive and effective youth climate 
movement. This was the largest-ever youth climate gathering of its kind in the history of Canada.  
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MAYC Leadership Session 

 
At the request of the Manitoba Aboriginal Youth Council (MAYC), AYC President Ashlee Cochrane 
attended a MAYC meeting in Winnipeg, Manitoba on December 5, 2009. The intent of the invitation was 
to provide guidance in the MAYC’s current focus upon re-examination of its governance and overall 
place in the Friendship Centre Movement, and the MAYC came up with a number of recommendations 
from the meeting. The AYC President’s report on the meeting recommended that the AYC develop a 
Friendship Centre Youth Council Development Manual. 

Roundtable on Youth and Jobs 

 
On January 25, 2010 AYC President Ashlee Cochrane, AYC Manitoba Representative Kody Taylor, and 
NAFC Youth Intervenor Musqwaunquot Rice attended a Liberal Party roundtable on employment. 
Facilitated by Liberal MP Justin Trudeau and with party leader Michael Ignatieff in attendance, the panel 
discussed Youth and employment. The AYC members delivered a presentation on challenges faced by 
Aboriginal Youth in regards to employment and how Friendship Centres help to create jobs and increase 
Youth employability. The audience then addressed questions to the panel, and Ashlee’s and Kody’s 
contribution to the roundtable was greatly appreciated by organizers and attendees. 

 Gathering Our Voices 2010 

 
On March 10-13, 2010, AYC President Ashlee Cochrane, Alberta Representative Jamie Linington, and 
NAFC staff Musqwaunquot Rice attended the BCAAFC’s Gathering Our Voices Youth conference at the 
Hyatt Regency hotel in Vancouver, BC. As in previous years, the AYC conducted Youth engagement 
sessions at the conference, seeking to inform attendees about local, regional, and national Youth 
councils, encourage Youth to get involved with their Friendship Centres, and also to solicit feedback on 
issues important to Friendship Centre Youth. BC Representative Andrea Landry, Northern 
Representative Alexandria Elleze, and AYC Secretary Todd Alec also attended the conference and 
assisted with the Youth engagement sessions. 
 

National Youth Forum – July 11-13, 2010 

A memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the Alberta Native Friendship Centres Association 
(ANFCA) and the NAFC has been developed. This MOU outlines organizational duties between the two 
organizations, the majority of which will be addressed by the ANFCA as the hosting PTA. 
 
The 2010 Youth Forum will be held at the Hinton Training Centre in Hinton, Alberta on July 11-13, 2010. 
The forum will be hosted by Karlynn Willier and Johnny Thunder and will feature workshops on 
Aboriginal history, Indigenous games, suicide prevention, and Youth engagement. There will also be a 
number of international guest speakers at the forum and this year’s theme is UNITE, which stands for 
Uniting Nations In Tomorrows Endeavours. As usual, there will be a volleyball tournament, Youth 
cultural night, live and/or silent auction, and social night, and a special event this year will be a hiking 
tour. 
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The AYC positions open for election this year are President and Secretary. As previously noted, 
affordable accommodation is available at the Hinton Training Centre itself. A mail-out regarding 
elections, registration, logistics, and other useful information is expected before the time of this 
meeting. Unfortunately we are unable to provide transportation for Youth from Edmonton to Hinton but 
please refer to the mail-out package for information on shuttles. 

Canada World Youth  

 
The AYC and Youth Intervenor have been in discussion with Frédéric Hareau, Director of Strategic 
Partnerships and Research, of Canada World Youth (CWY) regarding partnership between the AYC and 
CWY. The AYC has selected council members to potentially be part of a CWY steering committee on 
Aboriginal partnerships/programs. This committee is still in development. 

Youth Tobacco Cessation Project 

 
The NAFC continues to regularly consult the AYC for direction of its ongoing Youth Tobacco Cessation 
Project. This project will see the updating of the NAFC’s Everyone Loves a Quitter smoking cessation 
toolkit, and the end result will be a program/toolkit that is more accessible and effective for Youth. 

AYC Meetings 

Conference Calls 

 
AYC conference calls are held regularly throughout the year. These calls are necessary for the 
organization of AYC activities  on the Youth Forum and for updating council members on the activities of 
various members and member committees. The calls are also valuable for fostering friendship and 
solidarity within the Council, and are used to introduce new Council members and maintain ties 
between existing relationships. 
 
AYC conference calls were held on the dates of September 21 and October 19, 2009, and on January 7, 
April 13, June 1, and July 7, 2010. 

2009 Fall Meeting 

 
The 2009 AYC Fall Meeting was held in Ottawa on November 13-14, 2009. These dates were chosen so 
the AYC could observe the Presidents and Coordinators Meeting (November 15-16, 2009) and to 
accommodate AYC participation at the Lobby Day event (November 17, 2009). 
 
The AYC addressed a review and update of the AYC orientation kit and AYC documents; Lobby Day on 
Parliament Hill; AYC portfolios; Youth Engagement in the FCM; and preliminary 2010 Youth Forum 
planning, among other issues. By request of the AYC, the NAFC booked the Council to share rooms while 
in Ottawa, in an attempt to cut back overall meeting costs.  
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2010 Spring Meeting 

 
The 2010 AYC Spring Meeting was held on February 20-21, 2010 at the offices of the Manitoba 
Association of Friendship Centres in Winnipeg, MB. The meeting was held in Winnipeg by invitation of 
the Manitoba Aboriginal Youth Council (MAYC), which was invited to observe the meeting. MAYC 
President Jasmyn Smith represented council the MAYCl at the meeting, which was an excellent training 
exercise. 
 
The AYC also continued its work in Youth engagement in the FCM and began work in creating a Youth 
engagement resource package for local Youth. Youth Forum organization also continued and Alberta 
provided an update on potential workshops and activities for the 2010 Forum. 
 
The Spring meeting was also an opportunity for Lisa Koperqualuk of First Peoples Group, the company 
working on the NAFC’s Youth Tobacco Cessation project, to attend and elicit feedback from the AYC 
regarding that project. 

Youth Engagement in the FCM 

Youth Leadership Development Curriculum 

 
Harold Tarbell and Associates continue in the development of Youth engagement curriculum as part of 
the NAFC’s Youth Engagement initiative. Additionally, the NAFC has submitted a proposal to Canadian 
Heritage’s Youth Take Charge initiative, seeking to obtain funding that would be instrumental in carrying 
out FCM priorities in the area of Youth engagement. 

AYC Friendship Centre Youth Recognition Initiative  

 
The AYC is currently developing a youth recognition initiative as part of its dedication to Youth 
Engagement in the (FCM. The AYC hopes that at every Youth Forum, a Friendship Centre Youth will be 
recognized for their exceptional commitment and involvement within the FCM. With feedback from the 
NAFC Board of Directors, the AYC continues to develop this initiative. A proposal for funding to support 
this initiative is in development, and the AYC hopes to continue its work in this regard prior to proposal 
submission.  

AYC Orientation  

 
In the spirit of Youth engagement and mentorship in the Friendship Centre Movement, the NAFC is 
currently undertaking a more in-depth AYC orientation process. Rather than simply forwarding AYC 
orientation documents to new members, the AYC and BOD orientation kits will be reviewed before 
discussing the documents in-depth via conference call. This process is currently being undertaken with 
new AYC members Andrea Landry (BC representative) and Eric Anderson (Vice-President). The NAFC 
anticipates that this will be the standard practice for AYC orientation in the future.  
 
The AYC and NAFC continue to seek to improve the process of AYC orientation. All council members 
were provided with Board Orientation kits and training during the fall 2009 meetings in Ottawa. 
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Orientation in NAFC and BOD processes is now standard AYC orientation and a quiz on these processes 
is part of the AYC orientation kit. Future developments in this regard include a statement of 
understanding of AYC duties, as well as a process for the formal induction of Executive members to the 
AYC. 

Youth Intervenor Activities 

 
This initiative is currently in its 15th year of operation.  The primary objective of the Youth Intervenor is 
to promote federal youth initiatives to Friendship Centres across Canada, particularly Human Resources 
and Skills Development Canada (HRSDC) Youth Initiatives. 

Youth Intervenor Renewal  

 
In a recent meeting with HRSDC, the NAFC was informed that a Policy Collaboration (Youth Intervenor) 
Agreement is still possible for this fiscal year, and that HRSDC staff was exploring options to give more 
certainty to funding for future Youth Intervenor agreements. 

Youth Intervenor Transition 

 
NAFC CCAY Program Officer Peter Masson has been assigned to the Youth Intervenor file after 
Musqwaunquot Rice’s departure to the Literacy Program. Musky continues to work on the Youth Forum 
and Youth Engagement initiative. 

Mailing List  

 
The Youth Intervenor has established a listing of email addresses of Friendship Centre Youth. This list is 
used to distribute information relevant to Friendship Centre Youth, as well as a means to quickly and 
effectively communicate with Youth for information-gathering purposes, such as for AYC surveys of the 
Youth membership.  
 
The email addresses were collected from a number of documents including: Youth Forum registration 
forms; sign-up sheet at the 2009 Youth Forum, and from AYC engagement sessions at the 2009 BCAAFC 
Gathering Our Voices Youth Conference.  

CPC Video 

 
In partnership with the Commission for Public Complaints Against the RCMP, the NAFC has assisted in 
the creation of an informational video regarding RCMP complaints, which will be distributed throughout 
the Friendship Centre Movement. Filming took place at the Odawa Native Friendship Centre in Ottawa, 
ON on December 17, 2009 and the Youth Intervenor assisted by acting a role in the video.  The video 
should be posted online on the NAFC website by the time of the release of this report. 
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Hinton Site Visit 

 
On December 13-15, 2009, the Youth Intervenor conducted a site visit to Hinton, AB alongside NAFC 
Office Manager Mel Maracle. The purpose of this visit was to observe the venues of the 2010 NAFC AGM 
and Youth Forum and to discuss planning activities with the host Centre, the Hinton Friendship Centre. 
AGM and Youth Forum planning continue, and the venues available at the Hinton Friendship Centre and 
Hinton Training Centre are ideal for hosting these events. 

World Urban Forum 5 

 
AYC President Ashlee Cochrane, NAFC Youth Executive Christopher Sheppard, and NAFC Staff 
Musqwaunquot Rice were part of an NAFC delegation to UN Habitat’s World Urban Forum 5 in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil on March 19-26, 2010. The Youth delegation took part in the WUF5 Youth Assembly on 
March 19-20, 2010 and were successful in ensuring that a statement on urban Indigenous Youth was 
included in a larger statement to the general assembly from the Youth caucus. The Youth delegation’s 
participation in the assembly was very positive and welcomed by participants and facilitators, and it is 
hoped that the voices of urban Indigenous Youth in the Youth Assembly grow stronger. 

National Aboriginal Role Model Program (NARMP) Advisory Committee 

 
Musqwaunquot Rice continues to sit on the National Aboriginal Health Organization’s (NAHO) National 
Aboriginal Role Model Program (NARMP) Advisory Committee. This committee is responsible for 
assisting in the execution of that program and in April 2010, Musqwaunquot participated in the pre-
screening of 2010-2011 NARMP Role Models. Other duties of this Advisory Committee include updating 
program guidelines and assisting in the orientation of new Role Models. 

AYC/NAFC Senate Participation 

 
The AYC and NAFC Senate have maintained their positive relationship and representatives from both 
groups regularly attend the meetings of the other. The AYC is very grateful for the opportunity to 
maintain and strengthen this relationship and utilize their wealth of knowledge and support. 
 
In conclusion, the AYC would like to thank the Friendship Centre Movement, specifically the National 
Association of Friendship Centres national office, Board of Directors and Senate for its continuing 
support of AYC activities and ensuring our Aboriginal youth voice is heard and welcomed. 
 
In Friendship, 

 
Ashlee Cochrane 
AYC President 
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